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2025-2026 Community Grants & Partnerships Budgets 

2

$5,853,833

Community Grants

Community Partnership Funding
Program
Sports Field Maintenance

Environment Levy Funding

Councillor Discretionary Funding

Arts and Heritage Levy Grants

Recreation Trails
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Community Partnership Funding Program 

3

History
• Program commenced in 2010-11
• Review undertaken in April 2024 – continuation of the program recommended.
Program 
• Up to three years of funding to contribute toward operational costs
• Well established community organisations
• Providing facilities or services that:

• Support delivery of Council’s priorities, and
• Demonstrate broad community benefit.

Context
• 2025-26 is the second year of three year funding cycle
• 141 organisations were awarded multiple year funding in 2024 totalling $1,155,454
• Maximum two years funding in this round to align with existing agreements.
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Benefits to Community

4

The program offers funding for operational costs 
which are ongoing and/or recurrent expenses, for 
example:
• Insurances
• Communications
• Electricity
• Waste management and Water
• Regular cleaning, rent and rates.
By contributing to these costs, the program gives 
community groups some funding certainty and they 
can invest their time and energy into providing 
valuable services, activities and programs to their 
members and the broader community.

Gymnastics Facility in Caloundra
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2025 Community Partnership Funding Program  

Arts Connect - Photography by Richard Muldoon 2020

Promotion and support
• Promoted internally and externally
• Officers assisted during expressions of interest 

and application period

Applications 
• Expressions of interest period commenced on 19 

June
• Applications closed on 18 July 
• Received nine (9) proposals requesting a total of 

$92,500 in funding - $68,275 recommended for 
funding
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Assessment Outcomes

Category Applications 
received 

Funding 
requested

Proposals 
recommended

Funding 
recommended 
(GST exc.) 

% Applicants 
recommended

Community 
Development 2 $18,000 2 $18,000 100%

Community 
Facilities 6 $24,500 6 $20,275 100%

Community 
Safety 1 $50,000 1 $30,000 100%

Total 9 $92,500 9 $68,275 100%
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Budget Implications

FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS 2025/26 2026/27

Community Partnership Funding Program Budget
Recommendation 2025 round – new applications $68,275 $65,325

Existing commitments 2024 round $1,057,472 $1,021,772

Total $1,125,747 $1,087,097 
(plus CPI)

Arts & Heritage Levy budget
Existing commitments 2025 round $121,091 $121,091

(plus CPI)
TOTAL EXPENDITURE $1,246,838 $1208,188 

(plus CPI)



 

Ordinary Meeting 

Item 8.1 Related Item - Community Partnership Funding Program Recommendations 2025 

Attachment 1 Presentation 

18 SEPTEMBER 2025 

 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council Related Documentation Page 12 of 33 

  

sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
8

Program Outcomes 
Outcomes Partnerships Registered Members* Volunteers Supported Hours of Operation per 

week
Existing 
Partnerships

141 44,641 10,242 11,411

New Partnerships 
2025 round

9 2,089 325 302

New Total 150 46,730 10,567 11,713

*above figures do not include LifeFlight reported figures as data reported is represented statewide
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Officer Recommendation

That Council:
(a) receive and note the report titled “Community Partnership 

Funding Program Recommendations 2025” and
(b) endorse the Community Partnership Funding Program 

Recommendations 2025 (Appendix A).
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Thank you
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Sunshine Coast Council

Systematic Inspection Program 
Regulated Dogs

Item 8.3
Ordinary Meeting

18 September 2025
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Regulated dogs
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• A regulated dog is a dog which has been 
declared dangerous or menacing under State 
legislation. 

• A dog may be regulated where it has seriously 
attacked a person or another animal causing 
harm.

• Reports are investigated by Response Services.



 

Ordinary Meeting 

Item 8.3 Related Item - Systematic Inspection Program - Regulated Dogs 

Attachment 1 Presentation 

18 SEPTEMBER 2025 

 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council Related Documentation Page 17 of 33 

  

sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au

Mandatory conditions
Mandatory conditions include:
• placing a sign at the property entry
• identifying the dog with a special tag (round and 

yellow) and collar
• strict rules about the type of containment
• notifying Council of a relocation
• muzzling of dangerous dogs when out in public, 

and
• desexing of dangerous dogs. 

3
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Previous outcomes
Under the current program so far:

• 84% of dog owners are compliant with conditions
• 13% of dog owners were issued a compliance notice
Council officers will determine compliance action 
depending on the risk, they may:
• issue an on-the-spot fine ($2,503)
• issue a notice requiring certain action
• seize the dog to keep the community safe
• undertake a prosecution for failure to meet 

conditions where the maximum penalty is $25,035
• issue a destruction notice when required by the law 

or if the risks cannot be managed.

4

Compliant Notice issued Inspection not completed
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Program Summary

The systematic inspection program will:
• run from 14 November 2025 to 13 November 

2026
• be funded by the registration fees for 

regulated dogs
• include all properties where a regulated dog 

resides
• manage non-compliance in accordance with 

the Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 
2008 and Council’s Compliance and 
Enforcement Policy

5
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Recommendation

6

That Council:

(a) receive and note the report titled “Systematic Inspection Program - Regulated Dogs” and

(b) approve the following systematic inspection program for the Sunshine Coast Council area 
in accordance with the Animal Management (Cats and Dogs) Act 2008, section 113 (Approval 
of an inspection program authorising entry):

(i) to undertake a compliance inspection of the premises within the Sunshine Coast 
local government area where Council’s Regulated Dog Register indicates a regulated 
dog is being kept, and

(ii) to undertake the program from 14 November 2025 to 13 November 2026.
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Thank you
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• Council’s operating result at the end of August 2025 is an operating 
surplus of $167.2 million, which is $4.6 million above year to date 
budget.

• The variance consists of:

 - Revenue higher than budget by $1.7 million (0.6%)

 - Expenses lower than budget by $2.9 million (2.6%)

August 2025 Operating Result
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Net Rates $947,000 below budget

Interest Received from Investments $279,000 lower than budget

Other Revenue $3.1 million higher than budget
• Resilient Rivers SEQ Funding $775,000
• Revegetation Offset Revenue $1 million
• Palmview Recoupment $606,000
• Waste $317,000
• Customer Response recoupment $118,000

Major Revenue Variances
August 2025 Operating Result
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Materials and Services below budget $2.9 million (2.6%)

Core material and services below budget:
• Transport Network Operations $1.3 million
• Property Management $560,000
• Environmental Operations $515,000
• Transport Network Management $386,000
• Digital and Information Services $234,000
• Customer Response $168,000

Operating Projects below budget $33,000

Levy Programs below budget $471,000
• Environment Levy

Employee costs $469,000 higher than budget

Major Expenditure Variances
August 2025 Operating Result
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Capital Works Program has progressed 9.9%

• $26 million of Council’s total Capital Works Program has been 
financially expended which is $4.4 million (14.5%) lower than year to 
date budget

• $17.8 million of the Core Capital Works Program has been spent 
which is $549,000 (3.2%) higher than year to date budget

August 2025 Capital Program Result



 

Ordinary Meeting 

Item 8.4 Related Item - August 2025 Financial Performance Report 

Attachment 1 Presentation 

18 SEPTEMBER 2025 

 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council Related Documentation Page 28 of 33 

  

August 2025 Financial Performance Report 6

• Council’s cash at 31 August $306.3 million
(excluding Trust)

• Unrestricted cash $125.5 million

• Restricted cash $180.8 million

Council Cash

Cash Flows
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Council Debt
Debt

• Council’s debt at 31 August is $428 million

• Debt payment made in August $14 million

• New borrowings for 2025-26 are $51.6 million

Council operates a central treasury model and as such does not generally 
provide debt funding for specific projects or assets but rather uses debt 
funding to finance Council’s balance sheet, with the exception being for 
strategic projects.
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Investments

Investment Performance

• Council currently has 4 investments totalling $90 million

• Term deposits mature between 30 and 364 days

• Weighted average interest rate return is 4.32%
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Risk
Financial Performance Report

The 2025-26 budget has been developed to ensure long term financial sustainability for the Sunshine Coast 
region. A key element to long term financial sustainability is achieving the targeted operating result.

The following key elements of the 2025-26 budget are based on management estimates and assumptions:
• Rates and charges revenue includes population and property growth forecasts
• Interest revenue and Finance costs includes interest rate forecasts
• Depreciation includes asset valuation, useful life and asset condition estimates and,
• Recurrent capital expenditure includes capitalisation estimates.

Management has used its best endeavours and judgment to determine suitable estimates and assumptions 
based on the available data, with reference to independent sources and relevant historic information where 
possible. There is a risk that the actual results may vary from the estimates. Material variances will be monitored 
and reported to Council through the Monthly Financial Performance Report and periodic budget reviews.

Council’s operating result includes savings initiatives of $13.0 million, with $7.5 million attributed to the Employee 
Vacancy Rate. Failure to achieve the budgeted operating result will negatively impact Council’s financial 
sustainability both in the short term and long term.

Continued monitoring of the delivery of the capital works program within budgeted scope and cost.
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Officer Recommendation

That Council receive and note the report titled “August 2025 Financial 
Performance Report”

Financial Performance Report
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Thanks for your time
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