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1 DECLARATION OF OPENING 

On establishing there is a quorum, the Chair will declare the meeting open. 

 

2 WELCOME AND OPENING 

3 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE AND LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

4 INFORMING OF CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

4.1 PRESCRIBED CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Pursuant to section 150EL of the Local Government Act 2009 (the Act), a Councillor 

who has a prescribed conflict of interest in an issue to be considered at a meeting of 

the local government must – 

(a) immediately inform the meeting of the prescribed conflict of interest including 

the particulars stated in section 150EL(4) of the Act and 

(b) pursuant to section 150EM(2) of the Act must leave the place at which the 

meeting is being held, including any area set aside for the public, and stay 

away from the place while the matter is being discussed and voted on. 

 

4.2 DECLARABLE CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 

Pursuant to section 150EQ of the Local Government Act 2009, a Councillor who has a 

declarable conflict of interest in a matter to be considered at a meeting of the local 

government, must stop participating in the meeting and immediately inform the 

meeting of the declarable conflict of interest including the particulars stated in 

section 150EQ(4) of the Act. 

If the Councillor with a declarable conflict of interest does not voluntarily decide not 

to participate in the decision, pursuant to section 150ES(3)(a) of the Act the eligible 

Councillors must, by resolution, decide  

(a) whether the Councillor may participate in the decision despite the Councillors 

conflict of interest or  

(b) that the Councillor must not participate in the decision and must leave the 

place at which the meeting is being held, including any area set aside for the 

public and stay away while the eligible Councillors discuss and vote on the 

matter. 

The Councillor with the declarable conflict of interest must comply with any 

conditions the eligible Councillors impose per section 150ES(4) and (5) of the Act. 
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5 REPORTS DIRECT TO COUNCIL 

5.1 OPERATIONAL PLAN 2025-26 

File No: Council Meetings 

Author:  Manager Strategy and Policy 

Civic Governance Group   

Appendices: App A - Operational Plan 2025-26 .......................................... 11 ⇩  

  

PURPOSE 

This report presents to Council for consideration the Sunshine Coast Council Operational Plan 

2025-26 outlining the annual activities that will advance the Corporate Plan 2025-30. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Corporate Plan 2025-30 (Corporate Plan) outlines Council’s strategic direction for the 

next 5 years including our vision, goals and strategic priorities as well as the outcome 

indicators that are used to monitor progress. 

The Corporate Plan is implemented through an annual operational plan. The goals and 

strategic pathways outlined in the Corporate Plan cascade into the operational plan, with 

resource allocations determined through the annual budget development process. 

The Sunshine Coast Council Operational Plan 2025-26 (Operational Plan) (Appendix A) 

details 77 activities to be progressed over the financial year and includes Council’s role in 

working with community, volunteers, business, industry and other tiers of government to 

achieve these activities. 

The Operational Plan includes Council’s 34 service outputs that together with the operational 

activities provide a holistic view of Council’s business and the collective impact for our 

community.  

Progress on the Operational Plan is monitored through quarterly reports to Council and an 

annual report at the end of the financial year. These reports are made publicly available on 

Council’s website and provide an important mechanism for accountability and transparency 

between Council and our community.  

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Operational Plan 2025-26” and 

(b) adopt the Operational Plan 2025-26 (Appendix A). 

SM_07072025_AGN_1744_AT_files/SM_07072025_AGN_1744_AT_Attachment_12986_1.PDF
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FINANCE AND RESOURCING 

The Operational Plan is developed in-house and there are no additional costs associated with 

the development and production of this document. All activities identified in this Operational 

Plan are funded and consistent with the 2025-26 Council Budget. 

CORPORATE PLAN 

Corporate Plan Goal:  Organisational excellence 

Outcome: We serve our community by providing this great service 

Operational Activity: S31 - Financial Management - Strategic management of Council's 

finances, assets, procurement and contracts that support effective 

supplier relationship, resource allocation and financial 

sustainability. 

CONSULTATION 

Councillor Consultation 

All Councillors were engaged in the development of the Operational Plan 2025-26. 

Internal Consultation 

The Operational Plan has been developed at an enterprise level with engagement across all 

Executive’s and their management teams.  The Operational Plan establishes the activities that 

outline Council’s strategic priorities to advance the Corporate Plan over the next financial 

year. 

External Consultation 

External consultation is not required for the Operational Plan as it is driven internally to 

identify what Council will deliver over the financial year to progress the Corporate Plan, 

noting that the Corporate Plan was informed by community engagement activities. 

Community Engagement 

Community engagement is not required for the Operational Plan as it is driven internally to 

identify what Council will deliver over the financial year to progress the Corporate Plan, 

noting the Corporate Plan was informed by community engagement activities. 

PROPOSAL 

The Sunshine Coast Council Operational Plan 2025-26 outlines the activities to be resourced 

through the 2025-26 annual budget to progress the goals in the Corporate Plan 2025-30.  

Reporting on the implementation of those activities will occur through the quarterly and 

annual reports. 

Each operational activity in the plan aligns with one of Council’s corporate plan goals below: 

• Strong Community 

• Environment and Liveability 

• Resilient Economy 
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• Managing for Growth 

• Organisational Excellence. 

 

The activities within the Operational Plan 2025-26 are cascaded into business and individual 

plans to provide line of sight from the Corporate Plan to the operational activities and ensure 

clear responsibility for delivery. 

Legal 

Section 104(5) of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 175 of the Local Government 

Regulation 2012 set out the requirements and content for an Operational Plan. 

The regulation further provides that the operational plan must: 

a) be consistent with the annual budget 

b) state how a Council will progress the implementation of the five-year corporate plan 

c) state how a Council will manage operational risks, and 

d) include annual performance plans for each commercialised business unit where 

applicable (not applicable for Sunshine Coast Council at the time of developing). 

The Sunshine Coast Council Operational Plan 2025-26 has been developed consistent with 

the requirements of the Local Government Act 2009 and Local Government Regulation 2012. 

Policy 

Section 175 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires annual preparation and 

adoption of an Operational Plan and requires that the local government must then discharge 

its responsibilities in a manner consistent with the endorsed Operational Plan.   

Council’s Policy Framework guides the development of policy setting contained within 

Council’s planning documents. The Operational Plan is consistent with the current policy 

requirements and the activities will be delivered in alignment with Council policy positions. 

Risk 

Council actively manages risk with risk management plans, policies and guidelines to ensure 

an enterprise approach to the identification, management and monitoring of potential risks, 

including those associated with implementing the activities identified in the Operational Plan. 

Risk associated with operational activities not being delivered on time and/or within allocated 

budgets is largely mitigated by ensuring all activities are funded through the annual budget, 

closely monitoring delivery through Council’s internal systems and by monitoring progress 

through quarterly reports. 

Previous Council Resolution 

Special Meeting 20 June 2024 (SM24/3)  

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Operational Plan 2024-25”  

(b) adopt the Operational Plan 2024-25 (Appendix A) and 
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(c) authorise the Chief Executive Officer to make minor administrative amendments to the 

Operational Plan 2024-25 (if required) prior to publication. 

Related Documentation 

Sunshine Coast Council Corporate Plan 2025-30. 

Sunshine Coast Council 2025-26 Council Budget. 

Critical Dates 

The Operational Plan 2025-26 and the Council Budget are developed in parallel to provide 

consistency between the operational activities and the resourcing allocations determined as 

part of the annual Budget.   

Implementation 

Should the recommendation be adopted by Council, it is noted that the Chief Executive 

Officer will: 

• Provide employees access to a digital copy of the Operational Plan 2025-26 and align 

internal systems and processes to enable delivery and monitoring. 

• Ensure Council’s external website is updated with a digital copy of the Operational Plan 

2025-26. 

• Provide a digital copy to the Queensland State Library for record keeping. 
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Reference document 

This document should be cited as follows: Sunshine Coast Council Operational Plan 2025-26. 

Disclaimer 

To the extent this document contains future plans, activities, policies and strategies, these matters 
are aspirational and subject to change at any time without notice.  

While the Sunshine Coast Council has exercised reasonable care in preparing this document, no 
warranty or representation is given by Council or its officers in relation to any of the information or 
data contained within this document (including as to its accuracy, reliability, completeness or 
suitability for any purpose). 

Council and its officers are not liable (including without limitation, liability in negligence) for any 
loss, damage, expenses or costs (including any consequential loss or damage) incurred by you 
relating to any use of, or reliance upon, the information and data contained within this document. 
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Traditional acknowledgement 
Sunshine Coast Council acknowledges the Sunshine Coast Country, home of the Kabi Kabi peoples 
and the Jinibara peoples, the Traditional Custodians, whose lands and waters we all now share. 

We recognise that these have always been places of cultural, spiritual, social and economic 
significance. The Traditional Custodians’ unique values, and ancient and enduring cultures, deepen 
and enrich the life of our community. 

We commit to working in partnership with the Traditional Custodians and the broader First Nations 
(Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander) communities to support self-determination through 
economic and community development. 

Truth telling is a significant part of our journey. We are committed to better understanding the 
collective histories of the Sunshine Coast and the experiences of First Nations peoples. Legacy 
issues resulting from colonisation are still experienced by Traditional Custodians and First Nations 
people. 

We recognise our shared history and will continue to work in partnership to provide a foundation 
for building a shared future with the Kabi Kabi and the Jinibara peoples. 

We wish to pay respect to their Elders – past, present and emerging, and acknowledge the 
important role First Nations people continue to play within the Sunshine Coast community. 

Together, we are all stronger. 
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Message from the Chief Executive Officer 
As we enter a new financial year, we do so with renewed focus and a clear 
direction guided by the new Sunshine Coast Council Corporate Plan 2025–
30 (Corporate Plan).  

This Operational Plan 2025–26 (Operational Plan) outlines the activities we 
will deliver over the next year to deliver on the priorities set in our 
Corporate Plan. 

We are making considered choices, balancing costs and spending, and 
refocusing on financial stability, while keeping our community at the heart of every decision we make. 
Our commitment to becoming Australia’s most sustainable region remains strong, keeping our 
community connected, liveable and thriving.  

Our region is a remarkable place – home to vibrant communities, stunning natural landscapes and a 
dynamic and diverse economy. This Operational Plan reflects our commitment to protecting and 
enhancing these characteristics and outlines how we will bring our vision to life, driving the Sunshine 
Coast towards a united, healthy and prosperous future. 

This Operational Plan details 77 key activities that will guide our work over the next financial year and 
drive progress toward the five goals of our Corporate Plan: Strong community; Environment and 
liveability; Resilient economy; Managing for growth, and Organisational excellence. 

Funded through our annual budget and shaped by what matters most to our community, some of the 
key initiatives for the year ahead include: 

• Delivering the priorities of the Sunshine Coast Housing and Homelessness Action Plan 2023. 
• Reviewing our community engagement practices to ensure we are further embedding best 

practices. 
• Advancing the Integrated Coastal Management Program, including precinct planning at Golden 

Beach, Caloundra and Mooloolaba. 
• Leveraging major infrastructure investments such as the Sunshine Coast Airport and 

Maroochydore City Centre to drive economic growth. 
• Reviewing and updating the Integrated Transport Strategy to support our growing population and 

future projects like the Direct Sunshine Coast Rail Line. 
• Developing a Council service catalogue to define service levels and enhance transparency for our 

community. 
• Finalising the Sunshine Coast Planning Scheme and preparing our regional venues for the Brisbane 

2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games. 

These initiatives are designed to protect the lifestyle we all value and ensure the Sunshine Coast 
remains a desirable place to live, work and invest. They reflect our commitment to thoughtful 
planning, sustainable growth and responsive service delivery. 

Council will deliver this Operational Plan in collaboration with volunteers, businesses, industry and all 
levels of government. Together, we are working to ensure every action we take is guided by 
community voices.  

As an organisation, we will remain agile, high-performing and community-centred. We are committed 
to building trust, fostering innovation and being a great place to work. 

I look forward to the year ahead and the milestones we will achieve together. 

John Baker  
Chief Executive Officer 
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Introduction 
Purpose 
The Sunshine Coast Council (Council) Operational Plan 2025-26 outlines the activities that will be delivered 
over the financial year, to achieve the vision and goals outlined in the Corporate Plan 2025-30. 

Operational Plan activities are funded through the annual Budget and reviewed regularly through 
quarterly reporting to Council on progress. This assists Council to monitor and adjust our commitments 
where necessary to ensure they continue to progress towards achieving our Corporate Plan goals. 

Reading the Operational Plan 
The table below provides definitions for the wording used throughout this document. 

Name Definition 

Corporate Plan Goal Defines the strategic direction for Council to progress our vision as 
outlined in our Corporate Plan 2025-30. 

Key strategy The key strategy that aligns to and supports delivery of the 
Operational Plan activities. 

Corporate Plan 
outcome indicators 

Describes how we will monitor progress against each of the goals as 
part of our annual reporting. 

Strategic pathway  Describes the strategic pathways that will achieve our Corporate Plan 
goals and outlined what the future looks like. 

Number A reference for each activity.  

Activity The initiatives that will be delivered to achieve our Corporate Plan 
priorities. 

Council’s role 

The role Council plays in working with community, volunteers, 
business, industry and other tiers of government to achieve activities. 

Deliver: Plan and implement funded services, programs and projects. 

Facilitate: Assist others to undertake activities by bringing interested 
parties together. 

Partner: Collaborate and work with external stakeholders to achieve 
shared goals. 

Advocate: Promote the interest of our communities to influence 
decision makers. 

Regulate: Regulate activities through local laws and legislation. 
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Corporate Plan 2025-30 
Our Corporate Plan 2025-30 is summarised below showing what Council aims to deliver over the next 5 
years to achieve our vision and goals. Visit Council’s webpage to read the full Corporate Plan 2025-30. 
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Operational Plan 2025-26 
 

 
Strong community 

Goal: Communities thrive through connection with people, places and spaces and staying true to our 
principles as a welcoming, caring and vibrant community, with opportunities to participate for all. 

Key strategy  

• Sunshine Coast Community Strategy 2019-2041 (2024 refresh) 

Corporate Plan outcome indicators  
• Community perceptions of Sunshine Coast as a strong community. 
• Community perceptions of personal health and wellbeing. 
• Community satisfaction with community places and spaces. 
• Community is welcoming of cultural diversity. 
• Community participation in local issues and activities. 
• Community participation opportunities in creative arts and heritage. 
 
The table below outlines the activities we will deliver against each of the Corporate Plan strategic 
pathways and Council’s role in delivering the activity. 

Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

Healthy, active 
communities 

1.1.1 Deliver a broad range of inclusive health and well 
being events and initiatives as part of the Healthy 
Sunshine Coast Program. 

Deliver 
Facilitate  

1.1.2 Deliver a winter lifeguard service at Coolum North 
and additional resourcing at Marcoola, Mudjimba 
and Discovery Beaches as outlined in the Lifeguard 
Service Plan 2023-2028. Commence review of 
remaining activities recommended for future years. 

Deliver 
Partner  

Vibrant 
communities 

1.2.1 Identify and secure an enduring legacy for the 
Sunshine Coast as a key delivery partner in the 
Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic Games and 
work collaboratively with our key partners to 
identify and implement Sunshine Coast specific 
themes, opportunities and challenges. 

Deliver 
Partner  

1.2.2 Partner in the planning, design and delivery of the 
Sunshine Coast Stadium expansion project and 
Sunshine Coast Mountain Bike Centre as part of the 
region's Brisbane 2032 Olympic and Paralympic 
Games venues. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
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Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

1.2.3 Deliver prioritised actions from the Sunshine Coast 
Sport and Active Recreation Plan 2011-2026 and the 
Sunshine Coast Aquatic Plan 2011-2026:  

• review the Aquatic Plan for regional network 
planning 

• finalise the Sunshine Coast Indoor Sports Plan 
• develop operational plans for the activation and 

use of the Honey Farm Sport and Recreation 
Precinct  

• activate the Nirimba Rugby League Grounds and 
Baringa Sports Complex. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate  

1.2.4 Finalise the Sunshine Coast Library Services Plan 
2025-2035 and deliver priority projects in the 
Sunshine Coast Library Network Plan, including the 
opening of the new Library+ Caloundra and 
ongoing operations. 

Deliver  

1.2.5 Identify opportunities to develop and attract events 
at Council venues including Caloundra Indoor 
Stadium, Maroochydore Multi Sports Complex, 
Nambour Showgrounds, Sunshine Coast Stadium 
and Venue 114 and other community spaces. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 

1.2.6 Deliver initiatives in collaboration with community 
organisations and government agencies that raise 
awareness, enhance people's understanding, and 
support improved outcomes for people 
experiencing homelessness. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate  

1.2.7 Deliver prioritised projects that achieve affordable 
housing outcomes as outlined in the Sunshine Coast 
Housing and Homelessness Action Plan 2023. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 

Inclusive 
communities 

1.3.1 Deliver prioritised actions set out in the Sunshine 
Coast Stretch Reconciliation Action Plan in 
partnership with Traditional Custodians and the First 
Nations community. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate  

1.3.2 Deliver on the prioritised actions set out in the All 
Abilities Action Plan 2024-2028 that educate and 
raise awareness of, and provide support for 
disability in the community. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 

1.3.3 Develop a Youth Action Plan for youth led initiatives 
as part of the Young Leaders Academy Program 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
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Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

that fosters civic engagement and participatory 
leadership practices. 

Partner 
Advocate 

1.3.4 Deliver the Shine a Light on Racism Campaign, 
migrant employment and business opportunities 
and other key initiatives that foster a welcoming, 
inclusive and culturally diverse community. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 

1.3.5 Implement the Excellence in Engagement 
Framework and commence a review to further 
embed best practice community engagement. 

Deliver 

Connected, 
resilient 
communities 

1.4.1 Deliver the Horizon Festival, citizenship ceremonies, 
community awards, the festive season program and 
other community events that contribute to 
connected and resilient communities. 

Deliver 
Partner 

1.4.2 Deliver the Community Grants Program to support 
community organisations deliver projects, events 
and operate facilities that meet community's need. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 

1.4.3 Deliver coordinated planning, preparedness, 
response and recovery for the region in response to 
disaster events and undertake a review of Council’s 
Local Disaster Management Plan. 

Partner 

1.4.4 Deliver initiatives that raise awareness and 
understanding of domestic and family violence in 
collaboration with community organisations and 
government agencies. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 

Creative, 
innovative 
communities 

1.5.1 Deliver prioritised actions from the Sunshine Coast 
Creative Arts Plan 2023-2038, including: 

• an annual program of development 
opportunities for the creative sector  

• the Regional Arts Development Fund 
• the Regional Public Art Strategy and a broad 

program of exhibitions and events for the 
Regional Gallery  

• Council’s annual Arts Levy Program including a 
First Nations Arts Strategy 

• Creative Industries competitive investment and 
business development programs  

• arts philanthropy in the region. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 
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Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

1.5.2 Deliver priority projects as outlined in the Sunshine 
Coast Heritage Plan 2021-2031 and annual Heritage 
Levy Program, including:   

• a Regional Collections store and managing 
Council's museums and cultural collections 

• programming of Landsborough Museum and 
Bankfoot House 

• deliver grants for the heritage sector and our 
First Nations traditional owners. 

Deliver 
Facilitate  
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Environment and liveability 

Goal: Natural assets are preserved and enhanced as we continue to create a built environment and living 
practices that support a sustainable community. 

Key strategies 

• Sunshine Coast Environment and Liveability Strategy (2023 edition) 
• Sunshine Coast Resource Recovery Strategy 2023 
• Coastal Hazard Adaptation Strategy 2021 

Corporate Plan outcome indicators  

• Sunshine Coast’s overall liveability index. 
• Land secured for conservation and preservation purposes. 
• Land secured for sport and recreation purposes. 
• Sunshine Coast’s renewable energy capacity. 
• Sunshine Coast’s waste diversion from landfill (including Council and community waste). 
 
The table below outlines the activities we will deliver against each of the Corporate Plan strategic 
pathways and Council’s role in delivering the activity. 

Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

Clever 
planning, good 
design 

2.1.1 Deliver feasibility research and approach relevant 
stakeholders regarding a potential partnership to 
deliver a Medium Density Demonstration Project in 
a growth area of the Sunshine Coast. 

Deliver 
Partner 
Advocate 

2.1.2 Deliver tree planting initiatives as part of the 
Annual Street Trees Program within urban areas to 
provide shade and cool our neighbourhoods. 

Deliver 

2.1.3 Develop a Sunshine Coast Landscape Design Guide 
to assist consultants, designers, the development 
industry and local residents and encourage a 
greener Sunshine Coast region. 

Deliver 
Facilitate  

Natural assets, 
distinctive 
landscapes 

2.2.1 Review the Shorebird Conservation Plan to support 
the recovery and conservation of Shorebird 
populations on the Sunshine Coast. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 
Regulate 

2.2.2 Deliver the priority programs, projects and activities 
funded through the Environment Levy including 
the Strategic Land Acquisition Program, 
partnerships and grants. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate  
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Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

Sustainable 
living 

2.3.1 Progress the staged design of the Caloundra 
Community and Creative Hub precinct, 
commencing with the new Town Square and new 
Regional Gallery concept design. 

Deliver 
Partner 
Advocate  

2.3.2 Deliver prioritised actions to repurpose the 
Nambour administration buildings. 

Deliver 

2.3.3 Progress the implementation of the First Avenue 
streetscape by confirming the design and 
proceeding to construction commencement, 
satisfying the key milestones and deliverables of 
the approved grant funding agreement. 

Deliver 
Partner 

2.3.4 Deliver strategic actions outlined in the Recreation 
Parks Plan, including: 

• finalise the Play Opportunities Plan 

• develop guidelines for park trees which meet 
urban forest objectives, and  

• provide additional opportunities for community 
tree planting in recreation parks. 

Deliver 

2.3.5 Deliver the Dog Exercise Area Regional Plan and 
Network Blueprint that will guide the future 
provision of dog exercise areas and support the 
health and lifestyle needs of our region's 
communities.   

Deliver 

2.3.6 Deliver coastal hazard adaptation precinct planning 
at Golden Beach, Caloundra, Maroochydore and 
Mooloolaba as part of the Integrated Coastal 
Management Program. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate  

2.3.7 Deliver critical coastal seawall reconstruction 
projects for Moffat Beach and TS Onslow, Golden 
Beach. 

Deliver 
Partner  

2.3.8 Investigate and commence establishment of a 
regional tracks and trails network that provides 
world-class experiences and builds on existing 
discreet trail experiences, including commencing 
recreation trail planning and implementation as 
part of Blue Heart Sunshine Coast. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate  

2.3.9 Deliver design initiatives as outlined in the 
Sunshine Coast Ecological Park Masterplan and 
explore strategic and financial partnerships. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate  
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Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

Well-planned 
infrastructure 

2.4.1 Partner with the community to deliver initiatives 
that raise community awareness and understanding 
of the Sunshine Coast Biosphere and how they can 
play a role. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate  

Innovative and 
sustainable 

2.5.1 Develop a Master Plan for the Sustainability Park at 
Corbould Park to support the establishment of a 
new waste management precinct in order to 
prepare for the region’s future growth and waste 
recovery requirements. 

Deliver 
Partner 

2.5.2 Finalise the procurement process for a Food 
Organics and Garden Organics Facility which would 
support achieving landfill diversion targets and 
improve emissions reductions. 

Deliver 
Partner 
Advocate  

2.5.3 Construct a new Resource Recovery Centre within 
the Nambour waste precinct to support ongoing 
modernisation of Council’s waste management 
facilities. 

Deliver 
Partner 

2.5.4 Investigate and engage with our community 
regarding opportunities and the costs to introduce 
alternative large items waste services such as 
kerbside collection, vouchers and skip bag 
collection. 

Deliver  
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Resilient economy 

Goal: Resilient, high-value economy of choice drives business performance, investment and enduring 
employment. 

Key strategies  

• Regional Economic Development Strategy 2013-2033 (2023 refresh) 
• Sunshine Coast Major Events Strategy 2018-2028 (2023 refresh) 

Corporate Plan outcome indicators  

• Sunshine Coast’s Gross Regional Product. 
• Sunshine Coast’s growth in local jobs compared to population growth. 
• Sunshine Coast’s international and domestic exports. 
• Council’s procurement spend with local businesses. 
• Number of jobs in Sunshine Coast’s identified high value industries. 
• Sunshine Coast’s household income levels compared to the Queensland average. 
• Direct economic impact of Council-sponsored major events. 
 

The table below outlines the activities we will deliver against each of the Corporate Plan strategic 
pathways and Council’s role in delivering the activity. 

Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

Leadership, 
sustainability 
and equity 

3.1.1 Manage Council's statutory governance and 
contractual responsibilities and leverage the 
economic opportunities associated with the 
Maroochydore City Centre project. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 

Investment and 
growth 

3.2.1 Leverage current and emerging key infrastructure 
including Sunshine Coast Airport, Maroochydore 
City Centre and the Sunshine Coast's digital assets 
to enable economic investment and growth for the 
region. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 

3.2.2 Commence construction of the Mooloolaba 
Foreshore Revitalisation Project, Stage 2 - Central 
Meeting Place and Southern Seawall - in line with 
funding agreements and the Mooloolaba Master 
Plan. 

Deliver 
Partner 

3.2.3 Progress Stage 1 of the Caloundra Aerodrome 
Master Plan 2042 to transform the aerodrome into 
a modern aerospace and innovation hub through 
significant infrastructure investment and strategic 
land development. 

Deliver 
Facilitate  
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Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

Business 
retention and 
expansion 

3.3.1 Identify key priority initiatives in collaboration with 
Chambers of Commerce and industry associations 
that support local business to build capability and 
resilience. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 

3.3.2 Review the Local preference, Social Benefit and First 
Nations Procurement Guidelines and deliver priority 
procurement activities identified in the Stretch 
Reconciliation Action Plan. 

Deliver  

Innovation, 
technological 
advancement 
and scaling up 

3.4.1 Deliver an Artificial Intelligence Planning Assistant 
Tool to assist employees and customers with 
queries relating to residential development.   

Deliver 

3.4.2 Deliver the Sunshine Coast Innovation Ecosystem 
Development Project and grow the region's 
innovation and business capacity. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 

Talent and 
skills 

3.5.1 Deliver initiatives that support the attraction of 
talent and international students to the region 
through Study Sunshine Coast. 

Partner 
Facilitate 

A major and 
regional event 
destination 

3.6.1 Review the portfolio of major events sponsorships 
and work with key partners to ensure economic 
benefits are maximised. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner  
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Managing for growth 

Goal: Growth is well managed, connecting urban and transport planning, to maintain our region’s unique 
characteristics and support sustainable development. 

Key strategies 

• Integrated Transport Strategy 
• Stormwater Management Strategy 
• Sunshine Coast Planning Scheme 2014 

Corporate Plan outcome indicators  

• Community transport mode shift towards active and public transport. 
• Reliability of travel time for motorised vehicles across the Sunshine Coast transport network. 
• Safety of Council’s roads, cycleways and pathways.  
• Condition of Council’s assets managed for our community. 
• Regional outcomes are supported by well-defined development within growth management 

boundaries. 
• Protection of the Council-defined Regional Inter-Urban Break (2017 extent). 

 
The table below outlines the activities we will deliver against each of the Corporate Plan strategic 
pathways and Council’s role in delivering the activity. 

Strategic 
pathway: 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

A safe, efficient 
and integrated 
transport 
network 

4.1.1 Develop the scope to review the Integrated 
Transport Strategy and modal shift targets to reflect 
proposed changes in the transport network, 
including the Direct Sunshine Coast Rail Line and the 
Sunshine Coast Public Transport Project. 

Deliver 

4.1.2 Finalise the tender and progress construction of 
section 1 of the Caloundra Transport Corridor 
Upgrade Project and advocate for funding of Section 
2 to provide safer and more direct road and active 
transport access to Caloundra. 

Deliver 
Partner 

4.1.3 Deliver input and advice to the Queensland 
Government's detailed business case and early works 
investigation for the Sunshine Coast Public Transport 
Project. 

Partner 
Advocate  

4.1.4 Maximise project and community benefits through 
partnering with the Department of Transport and 
Main Roads on the planning and delivery of Direct 
Sunshine Coast Rail Line. 

Partner 
Advocate 
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Strategic 
pathway: 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

4.1.5 Deliver planning, stakeholder consultation and 
community engagement for the major corridor 
upgrade projects including the Maud Street and 
Sugar Road transport corridor upgrade and the 
extension of South Coolum Road and Suncoast 
Beach Drive to the Sunshine Motorway. 

Deliver 
Partner 

4.1.6 Deliver key road safety initiatives that support a safe 
road network, including usage of speed awareness 
monitoring signs, review of crash data, undertaking a 
bi-annual Australian Road Assessment, and review 
safety and transport mode choice at 5 schools. 

Deliver 

Smart and 
sustainable 
mobility 

4.2.1 Review the Active Transport Plan to emphasise 
walking and riding as an essential part of an 
integrated transport system by offering greater 
transport options and improved liveability, safety 
and wellbeing benefits. 

Deliver 

4.2.2 Deliver priority projects as identified in the Transport 
Levy Program that encourages sustainable travel and 
supports major public transport enhancements, 
travel behaviour change programs, safety for the 
most vulnerable and connecting our local 
communities with trial transport services. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 

4.2.3 Deliver a Strategic Parking Framework that optimises 
parking solutions and supports sustainable growth 
and economic activity. 

Regulate 

Well-managed 
community 
assets 

4.3.1 Review the 12 Asset Management Plans against 
service performance measures to assist renewal 
planning, forecasting and investment in new and 
upgraded infrastructure. 

Deliver 

4.3.2 Develop and implement an Asset Management Plan 
for tenanted community buildings, focusing on 
consolidation and optimisation to support financial 
sustainability. 

Deliver 

4.3.3 Deliver priority stormwater upgrade projects as part 
of the Capital Works Program to address existing 
network deficiencies. 

Deliver 

4.3.4 Deliver the Capital Works Program based on robust 
scopes, cost and risk assessment with well 
sequenced delivery schedules aligned to corporate 
priorities and long-term financial plans. 

Deliver 
Partner 
Facilitate 
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Strategic 
pathway: 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

Well-defined 
land use and 
settlement 
patterns 

4.4.1 Undertake community consultation to inform the 
proposed planning scheme in line with the 
Queensland Government's processes and deliver the 
final planning scheme for consideration and 
approval. 

Deliver 

4.4.2 Deliver input and advice to contribute to the 
delivery, and any review of, the South East 
Queensland Regional Plan, ensuring Council's key 
growth management positions for the Sunshine 
Coast are appropriately considered in the Regional 
Planning Framework. 

Deliver 
Partner 
Advocate 

4.4.3 Advocate for the protection of the Regional Inter-
urban Break to secure environmental, production 
and recreation values through its retention at the 
current extent and identify and acquire strategic 
land. 

Deliver 
Partner 
Advocate  

4.4.4 Manage and monitor the delivery of infrastructure 
obligations for existing and future growth areas 
within the region. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate 
Regulate 
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Organisational excellence 

Goal: An agile organisation that achieves high performance by being community centred, building trust 
and providing a great place to work. 

Key strategy  

• Organisational Excellence Strategy 

Corporate Plan outcome indicators  

• Council’s long-term financial sustainability. 
• Community perceptions of trust with Council. 
• Council’s employee engagement. 
• Community’s overall satisfaction with Council. 
• Customer experiences with end-to-end service request processes. 
• Council's risk profile. 
• Council’s greenhouse gas emissions. 
 

The table below outlines the activities we will deliver against each of the Corporate Plan strategic 
pathways and Council’s role in delivering the activity. 

Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

Sustainable 
service delivery  

5.1.1 Review and implement the Financial Sustainability 
Plan to guide Council's decision making and ensure 
our services and resources are sustainable now and 
into the future. 

Deliver  

5.1.2 Develop a Council service catalogue that describes 
the service outputs and activities, associated 
resourcing, and service levels. 

Deliver 

5.1.3 Deliver a program of service performance reviews 
across Council to assess service levels to ensure the 
budget investment is appropriate and service 
delivery to our community is efficient and effective. 

Deliver 
Partner 
Facilitate 

5.1.4 Deliver prioritised actions as outlined in the Digital 
Plan, including managing core systems and data, 
establishing artificial intelligence capabilities, and 
protection of Council services through strong cyber 
security. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 

5.1.5 Advocate to Queensland and Australian 
governments to secure investments for major 
infrastructure and key projects across the region. 

Advocate 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Deliver 
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Strategic 
pathway 

Number Activity Council’s 
role 

Build 
community trust 

5.2.1 Develop and implement the Customer Experience 
Plan to support Council's communication, 
responsiveness to customer requests and improved 
access to services. 

Deliver 

Be a great place 
to work 

5.3.1 Deliver priority actions in the People Plan, including 
5 branch workforce plans, 4 components of the 
Leadership Development Program and leadership 
succession planning. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 

5.3.2 Deliver key activities to support a safe, values based 
workplace, including: the culture calendar which 
reflects our commitment to fostering a supportive 
and inclusive workplace and the Voices in Building 
Engagement (VIBE) employee listening program. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 

5.3.3 Deliver priority projects of the Wellbeing Health and 
Safety Management Plan that commit to our 
corporate values, provide a healthy workplace for all 
and deliver critical control standards and systems 
that support preventing harm. 

Deliver 
 

Climate ready 
organisation 

5.5.1 Deliver key climate ready activities for the 
organisation through emissions reduction and 
climate risk management, including ongoing 
collaboration with critical infrastructure providers. 

Deliver 
Facilitate 
Partner 
Advocate  

5.5.2 Implement large-scale battery energy storage 
systems to increase utilisation of renewable energy 
and reduce energy costs. 

Deliver 
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COUNCIL  
SERVICES 
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Council services 
Together with our operational activities, our service outputs provide a holistic view of Council’s 
business and our collective impact for our community as we advance our vision as Australia’s most 
sustainable region. Connected. Liveable. Thriving.  

The table below provides an overview of the 34 service outputs Council currently provides to the 
community.  

Service output Service description 

Strong Community 

Community 
Development and First 
Nations Partnerships 

Provide community planning, community development, grants, 
partnerships and programs that contribute to building a strong 
community, advancing reconciliation and creating opportunities for 
all. 

Lifeguards Partner with Surf Lifesaving Queensland to provide beach patrols, 
rescues and water safety education for residents and visitors. 

Cemeteries Provide and maintain cemeteries for burial, ash internment, 
remembrance and reflection that support people of all cultures, 
faiths and beliefs in the community. 

Arts and Culture Promote and facilitate opportunities to engage with arts, culture and 
heritage experiences through the provision of galleries, museums, 
public art and cultural heritage facilities and the delivery of education 
programs, and events. 

Libraries Provide information and learning opportunities through library 
places and spaces, programs and collections that support personal 
development, exploration, creation and community connection. 

Community and 
Performance Venues 

Provide and maintain community spaces and performance venues 
that deliver programs for connection and shared experiences. 

Sport and Recreation 
Facilities 

Provide sport and recreation facilities, including outdoor, and indoor 
facilities, aquatic centres, and showgrounds that support a healthy 
and active community. 

Disaster Resilience and 
Management 

Provide regional disaster management coordination and community 
resilience services, including preparation, response and recovery. 

Environment and Liveability 

Environmental, open 
space, and social 
infrastructure planning 

Provide environmental, open space and social infrastructure strategy, 
policy, network planning and advice. 



 

Special Meeting Agenda 

Item 5.1 Operational Plan 2025-26 

Appendix A Operational Plan 2025-26 

7 JULY 2025 

 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council SM Agenda Page 36 of 327 

  
 

Sunshine Coast Council Operational Plan 2025-26        26 

Service output Service description 

Waste and Resource 
Recovery 

Collection and disposal of waste, operation of waste transfer facilities 
and landfills, recycling and resource recovery, regulation of litter and 
illegal dumping and provision of community education programs 
that support a circular economy and environmental health. 

Design, Placemaking and 
Activation 

Plan, design and coordinate the delivery of built infrastructure 
projects and placemaking initiatives to enhance urban spaces and 
activate places that support self-contained communities, accessibility, 
sustainability and community well-being. 

Recreational Parks, Open 
Space and Vegetation 
Management 

Plan, design and maintain Council’s public open spaces for active and 
passive recreation. 

Coast, Rivers and 
Waterbodies 
management 

Management of the region's beaches, lakes, wetlands, rivers and 
constructed water bodies. 

Biosecurity and Natural 
Areas Land Management 

Protect and enhance the environmental reserve network, habitats 
and biodiversity, and protecting public health through management 
of biosecurity. 

Conservation, Nature-
based Tourism and 
Recreation Trails 

Provide nature based recreational opportunities including 
environmental reserves, eco-tours and engagement, and education 
programs and events. 

Resilient Economy 

Tourism and Destination 
Development 

Support the region's tourism economy through major event 
sponsorships, promoting the region to domestic and international 
markets and development of regional tourism assets. 

Holiday Parks Support the region's tourism economy through provision of holiday 
parks including caravan, camping and cabin facilities. 

Economic Development Provide industry and business strategies, programs and initiatives 
that attract investment and trade to support the growth of the 
regional economy and expansion of local businesses and key delivery 
partners on the Sunshine Coast. 

Managing for Growth 

Urban Planning and 
Development assessment 

Provide strategic and statutory urban planning, infrastructure 
planning and charges, development assessment and compliance 
services.  

Local Amenity and Local 
Laws 

Maintain and regulate local amenity and public health through local 
laws, regulated parking, community land permits, and environmental 
health. 

Animal Management Provide animal response services, including the operation of pounds 
and delivery of education, programs and events. 
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5.2 AMENDED COMMERCIAL CHARGES 2025-26 

File No: Council Meetings 

Author:  Coordinator Financial Services 

Business Performance Group   
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App B - Amended Commercial Charges Explanatory Notes 2025-

26 ................................................................................................ 75 ⇩  

  

PURPOSE 

Further to the previously approved and adopted fees and charges as the Register of General 

Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges 2025-26 (excluding Development Assessment 

Fees), approval is being sought to amend selected charges in response to the ongoing 

financial obligations and cost increases.  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

At the Ordinary Meeting dated 21 May 2025, the full schedule of the 2025-26 General Cost-

Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges were adopted by Council. An additional review was 

undertaken on commercial charges and further consideration was given to market conditions 

and cost increases and selected Commercial Charges are proposed to be amended. 

To support the implementation of these amendments, the relevant commercial charges 

summarised in the table below must be updated in the Register of General Cost-Recovery 

Fees and Commercial Charges 2025-26. 

If supported by Council, the updated amendments will be published on Council website with 

all amended charges scheduled to be implemented on 7 July 2025, except for Cemetery 

Services charges which are scheduled to be implemented on 1 August 2025.  

 

Business Area Total Number of 

Amended Fees 

Effective Date 

Facilities   

Aquatic Centre 9 7 July 2025 

Cemeteries 48 1 August 2025 

Cultural Heritage 1 7 July 2025 

Leisure Centres 19 7 July 2025 

Multi-sports 48 7 July 2025 

Nambour Showgrounds 39 7 July 2025 

Natural Areas Management 12 7 July 2025 

Sport and Community Venues 79 7 July 2025 

SM_07072025_AGN_1744_AT_files/SM_07072025_AGN_1744_AT_Attachment_13125_1.PDF
SM_07072025_AGN_1744_AT_files/SM_07072025_AGN_1744_AT_Attachment_13125_2.PDF
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Business Area Total Number of 

Amended Fees 

Effective Date 

Sunshine Coast Holiday Parks 2 7 July 2025 

Sunshine Coast Stadium and Kawana Sports 

Precinct 

114 7 July 2025 

Regulation   

Use of Public Space and Council Land - Strategic 

Property 

3 7 July 2025 

Service   

Asset Information - Spatial 1 7 July 2025 

Legal Services 12 7 July 2025 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Amended Commercial Charges 2025-26” and 

(b) adopt the amended commercial charges as detailed in 

(i) Amended Commercial Charges 2025-26 (Appendix A) and,  

(ii) Amended Commercial Charges Explanatory Notes 2025-26 (Appendix B), 

to commence from the Effective Date outlined in this report. 

FINANCE AND RESOURCING 

To support the implementation of the proposed changes, the Register of General Fees and 

Commercial Charges 2025-26 is required to be updated as per the attached Amended 

Commercial Charges 2025-26. Summary of the proposed amendments is set out in this 

report. 

The fees are expected to generate $878,000 additional revenue.  

CORPORATE PLAN 

Corporate Plan Goal: Organisational excellence 

Outcome: We serve our community by providing this great service 

Operational Activity: S31 - Financial Management - Strategic management of Council's 

finances, assets, procurement and contracts that support effective 

supplier relationship, resource allocation and financial 

sustainability. 
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CONSULTATION 

Councillor Consultation 

Consultation has been undertaken with all Councillors. 

Internal Consultation 

Internal consultation has been undertaken with: 

• Managers of all Branches responsible for amended fees and charges 

• General Counsel 

• Coordinator Sunshine Coat Holiday Parks 

• Team Leaders Sport and Community Venues 

• Executive Leadership Team. 

External Consultation 

There has been no external consultation undertaken in relation to this report. 

Community Engagement 

There has been no community engagement undertaken in relation to this report. 

PROPOSAL 

As part of the Financial Year 2025-26 budget approval process, fees and charges were 

approved by Council. This proposal seeks to make amendments to the previously approved 

fees and charges, specifically the charges set out in Appendix A of this report.  

The amendments are proposed to take effect on 7 July 2025, except for Cemetery Services 

charges which will take effect on 1 August 2025. 

Legal 

Council fees and charges are managed in accordance with: 

• Local Government Act 2009: 

o Section 97 Cost-Recovery Fees 

o Section 98 Register of Cost-Recovery Fees 

o Section 262(3)(c) Commercial Charges 

• Local Government Regulation 2012: 

o Section 172 Revenue Statement 

o Section 193 Revenue Policy. 

• A New Tax System (Goods and Services Tax) Act 1999. 
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Policy 

General Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges are adopted by Council each financial 

year and can be amended during the year if need be. Authority to amend cost-recovery fees 

lies with Council while the authority to amend commercial fees may be delegated to the 

Chief Executive Officer.  

Risk 

Where user charges do not meet the cost of providing the service, subsidy from general rates 

will be required, which may risk the achievement of a balanced operating result. 

Previous Council Resolution 

Ordinary Meeting 21 May 2025 (OM25/41) 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and 

Commercial Charges 2025-26”  

(b) adopt the fees detailed in the Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial 

Charges 2025-26 (Appendix A) 

(c) resolve that, in relation to those cost-recovery fees to which Section 97 of the Local 

Government Act 2009 apply: 

(i) the applicant is the person liable to pay these fees  

(ii) the fee must be paid at or before the time the application is lodged, and 

(d) delegate to the Chief Executive Officer the power  

(i) to amend commercial charges to which Section 262(3)(c) of the Local Government 

Act 2009 apply and 

(ii) to determine a reasonable fee based on cost recovery principles when a price on 

application is requested. 

Related Documentation 

Local Government Act 2009  

Local Government Regulation 2012 

Critical Dates 

The 2025-26 amended commercial charges apply from 7 July 2025 except for Cemeteries 

charges apply from 1 August 2025.  

Implementation 

Should the recommendation be accepted by Council, it is noted the Chief Executive Officer 

will ensure the amended General Register of Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial Charges 

2025-26 is published on Council’s website once adopted. 
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PURPOSE 

This report seeks the adoption of the Debt Policy, Environment Levy Policy, Arts and Heritage 

Levy Policy, Transport Levy Policy and Prescribed Services Charge Plan No 3 for the 2025-26 

financial year. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Debt Policy 

The Local Government Regulation 2012, sections 191 to 193, requires Council to prepare a Debt 

Policy annually.  

Council’s 2025-26 Debt Policy was adopted at the Ordinary Meeting held on 21 May 2025. 

The Debt Policy has since been reviewed and updated to include reference to a Working 

Capital Facility to provide a short-term line of credit for any unexpected volatility in cash 

balances. Any approved working capital limit will only be used by Council for operational 

liquidity management purposes with all drawdowns repaid in full within six (6) months. The 

2025-26 Debt Policy also includes the new borrowings planned for the 2025-26 financial year 

and the next 9 financial years. The amended 2025-26 Debt Policy is included in Appendix A. 

This policy forms part of the Council’s overall system of financial management, as required 

under section 104(5)(c) of the Local Government Act 2009. 

Environment Levy Policy 

Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 103 of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy a separate charge, to be known as the 

"Environment Levy", to be levied equally on all rateable land in the region, for the purposes of 

funding a range of strategic environmental management initiatives. 

The 2025–26 Environment Levy Policy reaffirms Council’s commitment to preserving and 

enhancing the Sunshine Coast’s natural environment through strategic investment and 

governance. Guided by the Environment and Liveability Strategy, the policy outlines the 

allocation and management of levy revenue across key themes including land acquisition, 
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major environmental projects, community engagement, and operational management. It 

ensures transparency, adaptability, and alignment with long-term sustainability goals, 

supporting the vision of the Sunshine Coast as Australia’s most sustainable region. The 2025-

26 Environment Levy Policy is included in Appendix B. 

No changes have been made to this Policy. 

Arts and Heritage Levy Policy 

Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 103 of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy a separate charge, to be known as the 

"Arts and Heritage Levy", to be levied equally on all rateable land in the region, for the 

purposes of funding a range of arts and cultural heritage initiatives in accordance with the 

goals and strategies endorsed within the Sunshine Coast Heritage Plan 2021-2031, the 

Sunshine Coast Creative Arts Plan 2023-2038. 

The 2025–26 Arts and Heritage Levy Policy outlines Council’s commitment to fostering cultural 

vitality and preserving the Sunshine Coast’s rich heritage through transparent and accountable 

investment. Aligned with the Sunshine Coast Heritage Plan 2021–2031 and the Creative Arts 

Plan 2023–2038, the policy directs levy revenue toward projects that conserve cultural heritage, 

support local artists, and enhance community engagement. With dedicated funding streams 

including the Heritage Levy Futures Fund and the Cultural Olympiad Futures Fund the policy 

ensures long-term support for infrastructure, programming, and partnerships that celebrate 

identity, creativity, and shared history. The 2025-26 Arts and Heritage Levy Policy is included in 

Appendix C. 

No changes have been made to this Policy. 

Transport Levy Policy 

Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 103 of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy a separate charge, to be known as the 

"Transport Levy", to be levied equally on all rateable land in the region, for the purposes of 

funding strategic transport infrastructure, services and initiatives. 

The 2025–26 Transport Levy Policy outlines Council’s strategic approach to enhancing the 

Sunshine Coast’s integrated transport network through targeted investment and planning. 

Focused on promoting safe, connected, and sustainable travel choices, the policy supports 

multi-modal corridor development, travel behaviour change, and infrastructure improvements. 

Revenue from the levy is allocated to initiatives that deliver community and economic benefits, 

with a portion directed to the Transport Futures Fund. The 2025-26 Transport Levy Policy is 

included in Appendix D. 

The Transport Levy Policy has been reviewed as part of the 2025-26 budget process and the 

amended provision seeks to reduce the allocation of Transport Levy Revenue to the Transport 

Futures Fund from 20% to 15% for the 2025-26 financial year and include the provision for 

Transport Levy Restricted Cash to be used to support delivery of Transport Levy initiatives. 

Prescribed Services Charge Plan No 3 2025-26 

The Prescribed Services Charge Plan (No. 3) for the 2025–26 financial year is proposed for 

adoption in accordance with Special Condition 7.4(a)(i) of the Maroochydore City Centre 

Infrastructure Agreement 2017. This condition requires the Council to prepare and adopt a 

charge plan annually to ensure the transparent and equitable recovery of costs associated with 
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delivering prescribed infrastructure services within the Maroochydore City Centre Priority 

Development Area (PDA), included as Appendix E. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “2025-26 Policies and Other Matters”  

(b) adopt the 2025-26 Debt Policy (Appendix A) 

(c) adopt the 2025-26 Environment Levy Policy (Appendix B) and note supporting 

program included in the 2025-26 budget (Attachment 1) 

(d) adopt the 2025-26 Arts and Heritage Levy Policy (Appendix C) and note supporting 

program included in the 2025-26 budget (Attachment 2) 

(e) adopt the 2025-26 Transport Levy Policy (Appendix D) and note supporting 

program included in the 2025-26 budget (Attachment 3), and 

(f) adopt the Prescribed Services Charge Plan (No. 3) 2025-26. 

 

FINANCE AND RESOURCING 

Debt Policy: The proposed borrowings and associated finance costs are included in the 

budget. New loans are generally not drawn down until late in the financial year to minimise 

interest expenses during the year, with normal repayments commencing in the following 

period. 

 

CORPORATE PLAN 

Corporate Plan Goal: Organisational excellence 

Outcome: We serve our community by providing this great service 

Operational Activity: S31 - Financial Management - Strategic management of Council's 

finances, assets, procurement and contracts that support effective 

supplier relationship, resource allocation and financial sustainability. 

CONSULTATION 

Councillor Consultation 

Consultation and engagement was conducted with Councillors during the 2025-26 Budget 

development process. 

Internal Consultation 

Internal consultation was conducted with Executive Leadership Team during the 2025-26 

Budget development process. 
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External Consultation 

External consultation was conducted with Queensland Treasury Corporation (QTC) for the 

2025-26 Debt Policy. 

Community Engagement 

No community engagement was required for this report. 

PROPOSAL 

Debt Policy 

The Local Government Regulation 2012 sections 191 to 193 require Council to prepare and 

adopt a Debt Policy annually. This policy forms part of the Council’s overall system of financial 

management, as required under section 104(5)(c) of the Local Government Act 2009. 

Council’s borrowing activities are governed by the Statutory Bodies Financial Arrangements Act 

1982, and the Debt Policy provides clear guidelines for loan raising, requiring an assessment of 

the impact of any borrowing decision on Council’s long-term financial sustainability. 

All borrowing proposals remain subject to evaluation by the Department of Local Government, 

Water and Volunteers. Annual credit reviews are undertaken by Queensland Treasury 

Corporation to assess Council’s borrowing capacity is consistent with the Debt Policy. 

The Debt Policy has been updated to include reference to a Working Capital Facility to provide 

a short-term line of credit for any unexpected volatility in cash balances. Any approved 

working capital limit will only be used by Council for operational liquidity management 

purposes with all drawdowns repaid in full within six (6) months. The 2025-26 Debt Policy also 

includes the new borrowings planned for the 2025-26 financial year and the next 9 financial 

years. The amended 2025-26 Debt Policy is included as Appendix A. 

Environment Levy Policy 

The 2025–26 Environment Levy Policy reaffirms Council’s commitment to preserving and 

enhancing the Sunshine Coast’s natural environment through strategic investment and 

governance. Guided by the Environment and Liveability Strategy, the policy outlines the 

allocation and management of levy revenue across key themes including land acquisition, 

major environmental projects, community engagement, and operational management. It 

ensures transparency, adaptability, and alignment with long-term sustainability goals, 

supporting the vision of the Sunshine Coast as Australia’s most sustainable region. The 2025-

26 Environment Levy Policy is included as Appendix B. 

No changes have been made to this Policy.  The value of the levy will be set as part of the 

2025-26 Budget adoption. 

Arts and Heritage Levy Policy 

The 2025–26 Arts and Heritage Levy Policy outlines Council’s commitment to fostering cultural 

vitality and preserving the Sunshine Coast’s rich heritage through transparent and accountable 

investment. Aligned with the Sunshine Coast Heritage Plan 2021–2031 and the Creative Arts 

Plan 2023–2038, the policy directs levy revenue toward projects that conserve cultural heritage, 

support local artists, and enhance community engagement. With dedicated funding streams 

including the Heritage Levy Futures Fund and the Cultural Olympiad Futures Fund the policy 

ensures long-term support for infrastructure, programming, and partnerships that celebrate 
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identity, creativity, and shared history. The 2025-26 Arts and Heritage Levy Policy is included as 

Appendix C. 

No changes have been made to this Policy. The value of the levy will be set as part of the 

2025-26 Budget adoption. 

Transport Levy Policy 

The 2025–26 Transport Levy Policy outlines Council’s strategic approach to enhancing the 

Sunshine Coast’s integrated transport network through targeted investment and planning. 

Focused on promoting safe, connected, and sustainable travel choices, the policy supports 

multi-modal corridor development, travel behaviour change, and infrastructure improvements. 

Revenue from the levy is allocated to initiatives that deliver community and economic benefits, 

with a portion directed to the Transport Futures Fund. The 2025-26 Transport Levy Policy is 

included in Appendix D. 

The Transport Levy Policy has been reviewed as part of the 2025-26 budget process and the 

amended provision seeks to reduce the allocation of Transport Levy Revenue to the Transport 

Futures Fund from 20% to 15% for the 2025-26 financial year and include the provision for 

Transport Levy Restricted Cash to be used to support delivery of Transport Levy initiatives. The 

value of the levy will be set as part of the 2025-26 Budget adoption. 

Prescribed Services Charge Plan No 3 2025-26 

The Prescribed Services Charge Plan (No. 3) for the 2025–26 financial year is proposed for 

adoption in accordance with Special Condition 7.4(a)(i) of the Maroochydore City Centre 

Infrastructure Agreement 2017. This condition requires the Council to prepare and adopt a 

charge plan annually to ensure the transparent and equitable recovery of costs associated with 

delivering prescribed infrastructure services within the Maroochydore City Centre Priority 

Development Area (PDA), included in Appendix E. 

Legal 

The Debt Policy forms part of the Council’s overall system of financial management, as 

required under Section 104(5)(c) of the Local Government Act 2009 (Qld). 

The Local Government Regulation 2012 (Qld), sections 191 to 193 detail what must be included 

in the Debt Policy. 

Policy 

The Debt, Environment Levy, Arts and Heritage Levy and Transport Levy policies and the 

Prescribed Services Charges Plan are reviewed annually as part of the budget development 

process. 

Risk 

The Debt Policy provides the opportunity for restructure of the debt portfolio in the event of 

significant fluctuations in borrowing interest rates. Further, borrowing is restricted to 

Queensland Treasury Corporation under legislation without specific approval from the 

Treasurer under the advice of the Department of Local Government, Water and Volunteers. 
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Previous Council Resolution 

Ordinary Meeting 21 May 2025 (OM25/40) 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Investment, Debt and Revenue Policies for 2025-26”  

(b) adopt the 2025-26 Investment Policy (Appendix A) 

(c) adopt the 2025-26 Debt Policy (Appendix B) and 

(d) adopt the 2025-26 Revenue Policy (Appendix C). 

 

Related Documentation 

The Debt, Environment Levy, Arts and Heritage Levy and Transport Levy Policies and the 

Prescribed Services Charge Plan (No. 3) form part of the annual budget. 

Critical Dates 

These policies and prescribed services charge plan underpin elements of the 2025-26 budget 

which will be presented to Council for final adoption at the Special Meeting (Budget Adoption) 

to be held 7 July 2025. 

Implementation 

The Debt Policy sets the required loan borrowings for the 2025-26 financial year which are 

included in the borrowing application to the Department of Local Government, Water and 

Volunteers. 

Should the recommendation be accepted by Council, it is noted that the Chief Executive 

Officer will apply the Environment Levy, Arts and Heritage Levy and Transport Levy Policies and 

the Prescribed Services Charge Plan (No. 3) for the making and levying of rates and charges for 

the 2025-26 financial year. 
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5.4 2025-26 BUDGET ADOPTION 

File No: Council Meetings 

Author:  Coordinator Financial Services 

Business Performance Group   

Appendices: App A - 2025-26 Budget Adoption Papers .......................... 203 ⇩  

Attachments: Att 1 - 2024-25 Statement of Estimated Financial Position 317 ⇩  

Att 2 - 2025-26 Financial Statements - Core and Maroochydore 

City Centre ............................................................................... 319 ⇩  

  

PURPOSE 

This report presents for adoption, the 2025-26 Budget, forward estimates and Revenue 

Statement for the 2025-26 financial year. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The 2025-26 Budget provides the annual operational activities and identifies corporate 

responsibilities and resources to support the delivery of the Sunshine Coast Council 

Corporate Plan 2025-30.  Council’s annual budget allocates resources for key activities, 

projects and core service delivery which is aligned with both the 5-year Corporate Plan and 

Annual Operational Plan. 

Each operational activity aligns with one of Council’s strategic goals:  

1. Strong community 

2. Environment and liveability 

3. Resilient economy 

4. Managing for growth 

5. Organisational excellence. 

The 2025-26 Budget Papers and Revenue Statement are detailed within this report as 

prescribed under section 170 of the Local Government Regulation 2012. This report complies 

with and exceeds the disclosure requirements of the Local Government Act 2009 and the 

Local Government Regulation 2012. 

The 2025-26 budget has been developed to ensure long-term financial sustainability for 

Sunshine Coast Council. The 2025-26 Budget includes: 

• A total capital works program of $262.3 million  

• An operational budget delivering a positive operating result of $711,000 

• The Revenue Statement incorporating:  

• 49 differential general rate categories 

• An increase of $2.10 per week in the Minimum General Rate 

• No change to the Environment Levy or Arts and Heritage Levy. 
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• A $3.08 reduction to the Transport Levy from $47 to $43.92. 

• A $4.40 per week increase in the total rates and charges, including waste services, for 

properties charged the Minimum General Rate  

• An increase in pensioner rate concessions, benefitting 26,100 property owners 

 

Officer recommendations shown below are consistent with the advice received from the 

Queensland Audit Office and the Local Government Association of Queensland that all 

Councils utilise the best practice rating and budget resolutions. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

1. STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED FINANCIAL POSITION 

That Council receive and note the statement of estimated financial operations and financial 

position of the Council in respect to the 2024-25 financial year as set out in Attachment 1 

pursuant to section 205 of the Local Government Regulation 2012.  

2. DIFFERENTIAL GENERAL RATES 

(a)  For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 81 of the Local Government 

Regulation 2012, the categories into which rateable land is categorised, the description of 

those categories and, pursuant to sections 81(4) and 81(5) of the Local Government 

Regulation 2012, the method by which land is to be identified and included in its appropriate 

category is as follows: 

 

Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

1. Agricultural  

1 This category will apply where the land is: 

a. used for primary production purposes, 

or has the potential predominant use by 

virtue of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of primary 

production purposes; and  

b. used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes. 

 

Land to which the following land use codes 

apply: 

44   nursery garden centre 

60    sheep grazing 

61    sheep breeding 

64    livestock grazing – breeding 

65    livestock grazing – breeding and 

fattening 

66    livestock grazing – fattening 

67    goats 

68    dairy cattle – quota milk 

69    dairy cattle – non-quota milk 

70    cream 

71    oilseeds 

73    grains 

74    turf farm 

75    sugar cane 

76    tobacco 

77    cotton 

78    rice 

79    orchard 
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Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

80    tropical fruit 

81    pineapple 

82 vineyard 

83 small crops and fodder irrigated 

84 small crops & fodder non-irrigated 

85 pigs 

86 horses 

87 poultry 

88 forestry and logs 

89 animals (special) 

93 peanuts 

2RN.  Rural Commercial & Industrial with a rateable value from $0 to $195,700 

2RN This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $0 to $195,700 and is: 

a. used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and  

b. not included in category 4I, and 

c. located in a rural area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement.  

Land to which the following land use codes 

apply: 

07 guest house/private hotel/hostel/bed 

and breakfast 

08    community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title vacant land 

10 combination of single or multiple 

dwellings/residential with single or 

multiple commercial/shop/office/food 

outlet 

11 shop/office (single) with or without 

accommodation 

12 shops – shopping group (more than 6 

shops) 

13 shops – shopping group (2 to 6 

shops) 

14 shops main retail  

15 shop secondary retail 

16 drive-in shopping centre 

17 restaurant/fast food outlet 

18  special tourist attraction 

19 walkway/ramp 

20 marina 

22 car park 

23 retail warehouse 

24 sales area 

25 office(s) 

26 funeral parlour 

27 private hospital/convalescent home 

(medical care) 

28 warehouse and bulk store 

29 transport terminal 

30 service station 

31 oil depot 

32 wharf 
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Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

33 builder’s yard/contractor’s yard 

34 cold store/ice works 

35 general industry 

36 light industry 

37 noxious/offensive industry 

38 advertising – hoarding 

39 harbour industry 

41 childcare centre 

42 hotel/tavern 

43 motel 

44 nursery/garden centre 

45 theatres/cinemas 

46 drive-in theatres 

47 licensed club 

48 sports club/facilities 

49 caravan park 

50 other club (non-business) 

52 cemetery 

58    educational  

89 animals (special), boarding 

kennels/cattery 

91 transformers/utility installation 

2UN.  Urban Commercial & Industrial with a rateable value from $0 to $195,700 

2UN This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $0 to $195,700 and is: 

a. used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and 

b. not included in category 4I, and 

c. located in an urban area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

Land to which the following land use codes 

apply: 

07 guest house/private hotel/hostel/bed 

and breakfast 

08    community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title vacant land 

10 combination of single or multiple 

dwellings/residential with single or 

multiple commercial/shop/office/food 

outlet 

11 shop/office (single) with or without 

accommodation 

12 shops – shopping group (more than 6 

shops) 

13 shops – shopping group (2 to 6 

shops) 

14 shops main retail  

15 shop secondary retail 

16 drive-in shopping centre 

17 restaurant/fast food outlet 

18  special tourist attraction 

19 walkway/ramp 

20 marina 

22 car park 
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Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

23 retail warehouse 

24 sales area 

25 office(s) 

26 funeral parlour 

27 private hospital/convalescent home 

(medical care) 

28 warehouse and bulk store 

29 transport terminal 

30 service station 

31 oil depot 

32 wharf 

33 builder’s yard/contractor’s yard 

34 cold store/ice works 

35 general industry 

36 light industry 

37 noxious/offensive industry 

38 advertising – hoarding 

39 harbour industry 

41 childcare centre 

42 hotel/tavern 

43 motel 

44 nursery/garden centre 

45 theatres/cinemas 

46 drive-in theatres 

47 licensed club 

48 sports club/facilities 

49 caravan park 

50 other club (non-business) 

52 cemetery 

58    educational  

89 animals (special), boarding 

kennels/cattery 

91 transformers/utility installation 

2R.  Rural Commercial & Industrial with a rateable value from $195,701 to $399,000 

2R This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $195,701 to $399,000 and 

is: 

a. used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and  

b. not included in category 4I, and 

c. located in a rural area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

Land to which the following land use codes 

apply: 

07 guest house/private hotel/hostel/bed 

and breakfast 

08    community title scheme unit(s) 

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title vacant land 

10 combination of single or multiple 

dwellings/residential with single or 

multiple commercial/shop/office/food 

outlet 

11 shop/office (single) with or without 

accommodation 
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Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

12 shops – shopping group (more than 6 

shops) 

13 shops – shopping group (2 to 6 

shops) 

14 shops main retail  

15 shop secondary retail 

16 drive-in shopping centre 

17 restaurant/fast food outlet 

18  special tourist attraction 

19 walkway/ramp 

20 marina 

22 car park 

23 retail warehouse 

24 sales area 

25 office(s) 

26 funeral parlour 

27 private hospital/convalescent home 

(medical care) 

28 warehouse and bulk store 

29 transport terminal 

30 service station 

31 oil depot 

32 wharf 

33 builder’s yard/contractor’s yard 

34 cold store/ice works 

35 general industry 

36 light industry 

37 noxious/offensive industry 

38 advertising – hoarding 

39 harbour industry 

41 childcare centre 

42 hotel/tavern 

43 motel 

44 nursery/garden centre 

45 theatres/cinemas 

46 drive-in theatres 

47 licensed club 

48 sports club/facilities 

49 caravan park 

50 other club (non-business) 

52 cemetery 

58    educational  

89 animals (special), boarding 

kennels/cattery 

91     transformers/utility installation 

 

2U.  Urban Commercial & Industrial with a rateable value from $195,701 to $399,000   
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Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

2U This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $195,701 to $399,000 and 

is: 

a. used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and  

b. not included in category 4I, and 

c. located in an urban area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

Land to which the following land use codes 

apply: 

07 guest house/private hotel/hostel/bed 

and breakfast 

08    community title scheme unit(s) 

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title vacant land 

10 combination of single or multiple 

dwellings/residential with single or 

multiple commercial/shop/office/food 

outlet 

11 shop/office (single) with or without 

accommodation 

12 shops – shopping group (more than 6 

shops) 

13 shops – shopping group (2 to 6 

shops) 

14 shops main retail  

15 shop secondary retail 

16 drive-in shopping centre 

17 restaurant/fast food outlet 

18  special tourist attraction 

19 walkway/ramp 

20 marina 

22 car park 

23 retail warehouse 

24 sales area 

25 office(s) 

26 funeral parlour 

27 private hospital/convalescent home 

(medical care) 

28 warehouse and bulk store 

29 transport terminal 

30 service station 

31 oil depot 

32 wharf 

33 builder’s yard/contractor’s yard 

34 cold store/ice works 

35 general industry 

36 light industry 

37 noxious/offensive industry 

38 advertising – hoarding 

39 harbour industry 

41 childcare centre 

42 hotel/tavern 

43 motel 

44 nursery/garden centre 

45 theatres/cinemas 

46 drive-in theatres 



SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA  7 JULY 2025 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council SM Agenda Page 160 of 327 

Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

47 licensed club 

48 sports club/facilities 

49 caravan park 

50 other club (non-business) 

52 cemetery 

58    educational  

89 animals (special), boarding 

kennels/cattery 

91 transformers/utility installation 

3R.  Rural Commercial & Industrial with a rateable value from $399,001 to $950,000 

3R This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $399,001 to $950,000 and 

is: 

a. used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and  

b. not included in category 4I, and 

c. located in a rural area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

07 guest house/private hotel/hostel/bed 

and breakfast 

08    community title scheme unit(s) 

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title vacant land 

10 combination of single or multiple 

dwellings/residential with single or 

multiple commercial/shop/office/food 

outlet 

11 shop/office (single) with or without 

accommodation 

12 shops – shopping group (more than 6 

shops) 

13 shops – shopping group (2 to 6 

shops) 

14 shops main retail  

15 shop secondary retail 

16 drive-in shopping centre 

17 restaurant/fast food outlet 

18  special tourist attraction 

19 walkway/ramp 

20 marina 

22 car park 

23 retail warehouse 

24 sales area 

25 office(s) 

26 funeral parlour 

27 private hospital/convalescent home 

(medical care) 

28 warehouse and bulk store 

29 transport terminal 

30 service station 

31 oil depot 

32 wharf 

33 builder’s yard/contractor’s yard 

34 cold store/ice works 
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Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

35 general industry 

36 light industry 

37 noxious/offensive industry 

38 advertising – hoarding 

39 harbour industry 

41 childcare centre 

42 hotel/tavern 

43 motel 

44 nursery/garden centre 

45 theatres/cinemas 

46 drive-in theatres 

47 licensed club 

48 sports club/facilities 

49 caravan park 

50 other club (non-business) 

52 cemetery 

58    educational  

89 animals (special), boarding 

kennels/cattery 

91 transformers/utility installation 

3U.  Urban Commercial & Industrial with a rateable value from $399,001 to $950,000 

3U This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $399,001 to $950,000 and 

is: 

a. used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and  

b. not included in category 4I, and 

c. located in an urban area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

07    guest house/private hotel/hostel/bed 

and breakfast 

08   community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title vacant land 

10   combination of single or multiple 

dwellings/residential with single or 

multiple commercial/shop/office/food 

outlet 

11   shop /office (single) with or without 

accommodation 

12   shops – shopping group (more than 6 

shops) 

13    shops – shopping group (2 to 6 

shops) 

14    shops main retail  

15    shop secondary retail 

16    drive-in shopping centre 

17    restaurant/ fast food outlet 

18 special tourist attraction 

19    walkway/ramp 

20    marina 

22    car park 

23    retail warehouse 

24    sales area 
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25    office(s) 

26    funeral parlour 

27    private hospital/convalescent home 

(medical care) 

28    warehouse and bulk store 

29    transport terminal 

30    service station 

31    oil depot 

32    wharf 

33    builder’s yard/contractor’s yard 

34    cold store/ice works 

35    general industry 

36    light industry 

37    noxious/offensive industry 

38    advertising – hoarding 

39    harbour industry 

41    childcare centre 

42    hotel/tavern 

43    motel 

44    nursery/garden centre 

45    theatres/cinemas 

46    drive-in theatres 

47    licensed club 

48    sports club/facilities 

49    caravan park 

50    other club (non-business) 

52    cemetery 

58    educational  

89 animals (special), boarding 

kennels/cattery 

91    transformers/utility installation 

4R.  Rural Commercial & Industrial with a rateable value greater than $950,000  

4R This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value greater than $950,000; or, for 

land used for shops main retail, shop 

secondary retail, drive in shopping centre or 

retail warehouse (land use codes 14, 15, 16, 

23 refer) where the land has a rateable value 

greater than $950,000 and less than 

$3,000,000; and is: 

a. used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and  

b. not included in category  1, 4I, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26; and 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

07    guest house/private hotel/hostel/bed 

and breakfast 

08   community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title vacant land 

10   combination of single or multiple 

dwellings/residential with single or 

multiple commercial/shop/office/food 

outlet 

11   shop/office (single) with or without 

accommodation 

12   shops – shopping group (more than 6 

shops) 
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c. located in a rural area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

13    shops – shopping group (2 to 6 

shops) 

14    shops main retail  

15    shop secondary retail  

16    drive-in shopping centre 

17    restaurant/ fast food outlet 

18 special tourist attraction 

19    walkway/ramp 

20    marina 

22    car park 

23    retail warehouse  

24    sales area 

25    office(s) 

26    funeral parlour 

27    private hospital/convalescent home 

(medical care) 

28    warehouse and bulk store 

29    transport terminal 

30    service station 

31    oil depot 

32    wharf 

33    builder’s yard/contractor’s yard 

34    cold store/ice works 

35    general industry 

36    light industry 

37    noxious/offensive industry 

38    advertising – hoarding 

39    harbour industry 

41    childcare centre 

42    hotel/tavern 

43    motel 

44    nursery/garden centre 

45    theatres/cinemas 

46    drive-in theatres 

47    licensed club 

48    sports club/facilities 

49    caravan park 

50    other club (non-business) 

52   cemetery 

58    educational  

89 animals (special), boarding 

kennels/cattery 

91   transformers/utility installation 

4U.  Urban Commercial & Industrial with a rateable value greater than $950,000  

4U This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value greater than $950,000; or, for 

land used for shops main retail, shop 

secondary retail, drive in shopping centre or 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

07    guest house/private hotel/hostel/bed 

and breakfast 
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retail warehouse (land use codes 14, 15, 16, 

23 refer) where the land has a rateable value 

greater than $950,000 and less than 

$3,000,000; and is: 

a. used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and  

b. not included in category 1, 4I, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26; and 

c. located in an urban area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

08   community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title vacant land 

10 combination of single or multiple 

dwellings/residential with single or 

multiple commercial/shop/office/food 

outlet 

11   shop/office (single) with or without 

accommodation  

12   shops – shopping group (more than 6 

shops) 

13    shops – shopping group (2 to 6 

shops) 

14    shops main retail  

15    shop secondary retail  

16    drive-in shopping centre  

17    restaurant/ fast food outlet 

18 special tourist attraction 

19    walkway/ramp 

20    marina 

22    car park 

23    retail warehouse  

24    sales area 

25    office(s) 

26    funeral parlour 

27    private hospital/convalescent home 

(medical care) 

28    warehouse and bulk store 

29    transport terminal 

30    service station 

31    oil depot 

32    wharf 

33    builder’s yard/contractor’s yard 

34    cold store/ice works 

35    general industry 

36    light industry 

37    noxious/offensive industry 

38    advertising – hoarding 

39    harbour industry 

41    childcare centre 

42    hotel/tavern 

43    motel 

44    nursery/garden centre 

45    theatres/cinemas 

46    drive-in theatres 

47    licensed club 

48    sports club/facilities 

49    caravan park 

50    other club (non-business) 
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52   cemetery 

58    educational  

89 animals (special), boarding 

kennels/cattery 

91   transformers/utility installation 

4I.  Iconic Tourism, Entertainment / Leisure or Tourism Attraction related industry  

4I This category will apply where the land is; 

used for special tourism attraction purposes 

(land use code 18 refers) and has a rateable 

value greater than $850,000; used for sports 

club/facility purposes (land use code 48 

refers) and has a rateable value greater than 

$4,900,000; used for race course purposes 

(land use code 56 refers) with a rateable 

value over $3,200,000; and is; 

a. used for non-residential purposes, or 

has the potential predominant use by 

virtue of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and 

 

b. used for iconic tourism activities or 

entertainment/leisure activities, or 

tourism attraction activities or 

tourism related industry purposes or 

entertainment/leisure related 

industry purposes or tourism 

attraction related industry purposes. 

Land to which one of the following land 

use codes apply 

18 special tourist attraction  

48    sports club/facilities 

56    race course  

and one of the following property 

numbers apply; property number 166386 

Big Kart Track, property number 239029 

The Big Pineapple, property number 43000 

Sea Life Sunshine Coast, property number 

29377 The Ginger Factory, property 

number 221819 Sunshine Coast Turf Club, 

property number 171510 Aussie World 

and The Pub, property number 233443 

Australia Zoo, property number 14232 

Palmer Coolum Resort and property 

number 122307 Twin Waters Resort. 

5.  Extractive Industries 

5 
a. This category will apply where the land is 

used for non-residential purposes, or has 

the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of non-

residential purposes; and 

b. is used for extractive industry purposes. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

40  extractive industry 

 

 

6.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value from $0 to $560,500  

6 Applies to land with a rateable value from $0 

to $560,500, not otherwise included in the 

following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

 

7.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value from $560,501 to $850,000 
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7 Applies to land with a rateable value from 

$560,501 to $850,000, not otherwise included 

in the following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

 

8.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value from $850,001 to $1,085,400 

8 Applies to land with a rateable value from 

$850,001 to $1,085,400, not otherwise 

included in the following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

 

9.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value from $1,085,401 to $1,246,200 

9 Applies to land with a rateable value from 

$1,085,401 to $1,246,200 not otherwise 

included in the following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

 

 

10.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value from $1,246,201 to $1,447,200 

10 Applies to land with a rateable value from 

$1,246,201 to $1,447,200 not otherwise 

included in the following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

 

11.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value from $1,447,201 to $1,608,000 

11 Applies to land with a rateable value from 

$1,447,201 to $1,608,000 not otherwise 

included in the following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

 

12.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value from $1,608,001 to $1,943,000 
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12 Applies to land with a rateable value from 

$1,608,001 to $1,943,000 not otherwise 

included in the following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

. 

13.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value from $1,943,001 to $2,362,500 

13 Applies to land with a rateable value from 

$1,943,001 to $2,362,500 not otherwise 

included in the following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

 

14.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value from $2,362,501 to $4,300,000 

14 Applies to land with a rateable value from 

$2,362,501 to $4,300,000 not otherwise 

included in the following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

 

 

 

15.  Residential/Vacant Land/Other with a rateable value over $4,300,000 

15 Applies to land with a rateable value over 

$4,300,000 not otherwise included in the 

following categories: 

1, 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 

19, 19RT, 19UT, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 25A, 

25B, 26, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T, 30 or 31.  

 

 

 

16.  Residential - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling with a rateable value from $0 to 

$810,000 

16 

 

This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $0 to $810,000 and is: 

a. used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

Land, to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02    single dwelling, 
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improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b. not used as a principal place  

 of residence and;  

c. does not fall into category 16RT or 16UT. 

03    multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05    large homesite - dwelling,  

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling. 

16RT.  Residential - Rural Transitory Accommodation with a rateable value from $0 to $810,000 

16RT This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $0 to $810,000 and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b. is defined as transitory accommodation; 

and 

c. located in a rural area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02   single dwelling 

03   multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05   large homesite - dwelling 

09   group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling 

16UT.  Residential - Urban Transitory Accommodation with a rateable value from $0 to $810,000 

16UT This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $0 to $810,000 and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  is defined as transitory accommodation; 

and 

c.  located in an urban area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02   single dwelling 

03   multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05   large homesite - dwelling 

09   group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling  

17.  Residential - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling with a rateable value from 

$810,001 to $1,010,000 

17 This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $810,001 to $1,010,000 

and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  not used as a principal place  

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02   single dwelling  

03   multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05   large homesite - dwelling  

09   group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling   
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 of residence and;  

c.  does not fall into category 17RT or 17UT. 

17RT.  Residential - Rural Transitory Accommodation with a rateable value from $810,001 to 

$999,385 

17RT This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $810,001 to $999,385 

and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  is defined as transitory accommodation; 

and 

c.  located in a rural area as delineated on  

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26  

Revenue Statement. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02    single dwelling 

03    multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05    large homesite - dwelling 

09     group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling  

17UT.  Residential - Urban Transitory Accommodation with a rateable value from $810,001 to 

$999,385 

17UT This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $810,001 to $999,385  

and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  is defined as transitory accommodation; 

and 

c.  located in an urban area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement.  

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02    single dwelling 

03    multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05   large homesite - dwelling 

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling   

18.  Residential - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling with a rateable value from 

$1,010,001 to $1,485,200 
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18 This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $1,010,001 to $1,485,200  

and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  not used as a principal place of 

residence and; 

c.   does not fall into category 18RT or 18UT. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02    single dwelling  

03    multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05    large homesite - dwelling  

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling  

18RT.  Residential - Rural Transitory Accommodation with a rateable value from $999,386 to 

$1,485,200 

18RT This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $999,386 to $1,485,200  

and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  is defined as transitory accommodation; 

and 

c.  located in a rural area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement.  

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02    single dwelling 

03    multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05    large homesite - dwelling 

09     group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling   

18UT.  Residential - Urban Transitory Accommodation with a rateable value from $999,386 to 

$1,485,200 

18UT This category will apply where the land has  a 

rateable value from $999,386 to $1,485,200 

and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  is defined as transitory accommodation; 

and 

c.  located in an urban area as defined in 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement.  

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02    single dwelling 

03    multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05    large homesite - dwelling 

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling  

19.  Residential - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling with a rateable value over 

$1,485,200 
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19 This category will apply where the land has a  

rateable value over $1,485,200 and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b. not used as a principal place of 

residence and; 

c.  does not fall into category 19RT or 19UT.  

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02    single dwelling  

03    multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05    large homesite - dwelling  

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling   

19RT. Residential - Rural Transitory Accommodation with a rateable value over $1,485,200 

19RT This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value over $1,485,200 and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  is defined as transitory accommodation; 

and 

c.  located in a rural area as delineated on  

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26  

Revenue Statement. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02    single dwelling 

03    multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary dwelling or flats) 

05    large homesite - dwelling 

09    group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling 

19UT. Residential - Urban Transitory Accommodation with a rateable value over $1,485,200 

19UT This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value over $1,485,200 and is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b is defined as transitory accommodation; 

and  

c.  located in an urban area as delineated on 

Map 2 in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement. 

 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply:  

02    single dwelling 

03    multi dwelling (dual occupancy, 

secondary   dwelling or flats) 

05    large homesite - dwelling 

09     group title multi dwelling or group 

title single dwelling  

20. Vacant Land with a rateable value over $1,300,000 and total area greater than 1500 square 

metres 
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20 This category will apply where one or more 

parcels of land that is valued together and is 

vacant land with a total area greater than 

1500 square metres and the rateable value is 

greater than $1,300,000. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

01 vacant land  

04 large homesite - vacant 

06 outbuildings    

21. Lots less than 20 square metres, Pump Stations, Stock Grazing Permit, Strata Garage 

21 This category will apply where the land is: 

a.  subject to a Stock Grazing Permit;  

b.  a Pump Station; or 

c.  a small lot or strata garage less than 20 

square metres.  

 

22. Land Subject to Chapter 2, Part 2, Division 5, Subdivision 3 of the Land Valuation Act  2010 

22 This category will apply where the land is 

subject to Chapter 2, Part 2, Division 5, 

Subdivision 3 of the Land Valuation Act 2010. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

72   vacant land – valuation discounted 

subdivided land. 

23.  Retirement Villages & Nursing Homes  

23 This category will apply where the land is 

used for retirement village purposes or 

retirement lifestyle village purposes or 

nursing home purposes, or has the potential 

predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted upon 

the land. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

21   retirement village, aged people 

home (non-medical care or mixed 

medical and non-medical care). 

211  retirement lifestyle village 

24.  Shopping Centres with a rateable value from $3,000,000 to $6,750,000  

24 This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $3,000,000 to $6,750,000 

and is used for shopping centre purposes, or 

has the potential predominant use by virtue 

of its improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of shopping centre purposes. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

14   shops main retail  

15   shop (secondary retail) 

16   drive-in shopping centre 

23   retail warehouse 

25.  Shopping Centres with a rateable value from $6,750,001 to $10,999,998  

25 This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $6,750,001 to 

$10,999,998 and is used for shopping centre 

purposes, or has the potential predominant 

use by virtue of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of shopping centre 

purposes. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

14    shops main retail 

15    shop (secondary retail) 

16   drive-in shopping centre 

23   retail warehouse 

25A.  Shopping Centres with a rateable value from $10,999,999 to $22,500,000 
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Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

       25A    

 

 

 

 

     

 This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $10,999,999 to 

$22,500,000 and is used for shopping centre 

purposes, or has the potential predominant 

use by virtue of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of shopping centre 

purposes. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

14    shops main retail 

15    shop (secondary retail) 

16   drive-in shopping centre 

23   retail warehouse 

 

25B.  Shopping Centres with a rateable value from $22,500,001 to $45 million 

       25B    

 

 

 

 

 

This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value from $22,500,001 to $45 

million and is used for shopping centre 

purposes, or has the potential predominant 

use by virtue of its improvements or activities 

conducted upon the land of shopping centre 

purposes. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

14    shops main retail 

15    shop (secondary retail) 

16   drive-in shopping centre 

23   retail warehouse 

26.  Shopping Centres with a rateable value over $45 million 

26 This category will apply where the land has a 

rateable value over $45 million and is used 

for shopping centre purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted upon 

the land of shopping centre purposes.  

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

14    shops main retail 

15    shop (secondary retail) 

16   drive-in shopping centre 

23   retail warehouse 

27.  High-rise Units - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling 

27 This category will apply where the land is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  part of a community title scheme with a 

high rise unit or group title multi 

dwelling with a high rise unit; and 

c.   not used as a principal place of 

residence; and 

d.  does not fall into category 27T.  

 

 

 

 

 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

08    community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling unit  
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Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

27T.  High-rise Units - Transitory Accommodation 

27T This category will apply where the land is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  part of a community title scheme with a 

high rise unit or group title multi 

dwelling with a high rise unit; and 

c.  is defined as transitory accommodation. 

 

 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

08    community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling unit  

28.  High-rise Units - Principal Place of Residence 

28 This category will apply where the land is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  part of a community title scheme with a 

high rise unit or group title multi 

dwelling with a high rise unit; and 

c.   used as a principal place of residence. 

  

 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

08    community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling unit  

 

29.  Low-rise Units - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling 

29 This category will apply where the land is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  part of a community title scheme with a 

low rise unit or group title multi 

dwelling with a low rise unit; and  

c. not used as a principal place of residence; 

and  

d.  does not fall into category 29T. 

 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

08    community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling unit  
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Column 1 - 

Category 

Column 2 - Description Column 3 - Identification* 

 

29T.  Low-rise Units - Transitory Accommodation 

29T This category will apply where the land is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  part of a community title scheme with a 

low rise unit or group title multi 

dwelling with a low rise unit; and  

c.  is defined as transitory accommodation. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

08    community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling unit  

 

30.  Low-rise Units - Principal Place of Residence 

30 This category will apply where the land is: 

a.  used for residential purposes, or has the 

potential predominant use by virtue of its 

improvements or activities conducted 

upon the land of residential purposes; 

and 

b.  part of a community title scheme with a 

low rise unit or group title multi 

dwelling with a low rise unit; and   

c.  used as a principal place of residence. 

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

08    community title scheme unit(s)  

09    group title multi dwelling unit  

 

31.  Other Significant Commercial & Industrial 

31 This category will apply where the land is 

located within the Sunshine Coast Airport 

Precinct and is used for an airport or other 

significant industry or non-residential 

purposes.  

Land to which the following land use 

codes apply: 

100 Sunshine Coast Airport, Sunshine 

Coast Airport Precinct 

Definitions of terms used in the above table are detailed in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 Revenue 

Statement. 

 

(b) Council delegates to the Chief Executive Officer the power, pursuant to sections 81(4) 

and 81(5) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, to identify the rating category to 

which each parcel of rateable land belongs.  In doing so, the Chief Executive Officer may 

have regard to, but is not necessarily bound by, the identification data appearing in 

Column 3 - Identification* above.  

 

(c) For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 

2009 and section 80 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the differential general 
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rate to be made and levied for each differential general rate category and, pursuant to 

section 77 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, the minimum differential general 

rate to be made and levied for each differential general rate category, is as follows: 

 

Category 

Differential 

General Rate 

cents in dollar 

Minimum 

Differential 

General Rate 

1 Agricultural       0.2249  $1,586.30 

2RN Rural Commercial & Industrial - $0 to $195,700 RV*      1.0493  $1,723.00 

2UN Urban Commercial & Industrial - $0 to $195,700 RV       1.0595  $1,726.00 

2R Rural Commercial & Industrial - $195,701 to $399,000 RV      0.7578  $2,054.00 

2U Urban Commercial & Industrial - $195,701 to $399,000 RV       0.7579  $2,074.00 

3R Rural Commercial & Industrial - $399,001 to $950,000 RV       0.7065  $3,024.00 

3U Urban Commercial & Industrial - $399,001 to $950,000 RV       0.7387  $3,025.00 

4R Rural Commercial & Industrial - over $950,000 RV       0.6327  $6,712.00 

4U Urban Commercial & Industrial - over $950,000 RV       0.7139  $7,018.00 

4I Iconic Tourism, Entertainment / Leisure or Tourism Attraction 

related industry       0.9399  $12,377.00 

5 Extractive Industries       0.5170  $2,323.00 

6 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - $0 to $560,500 RV       0.3140  $1,586.30 

7 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - $560,501 to $850,000 RV       0.2602  $1,760.00 

8 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - $850,001 to $1,085,400 RV       0.2476  $2,212.00 

9 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - $1,085,401 to $1,246,200 RV       0.2435  $2,688.00 

10 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - $1,246,201 to $1,447,200 RV       0.2396  $3,035.00 

11 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - $1,447,201 to $1,608,000 RV       0.2327  $3,468.00 

12 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - $1,608,001 to $1,943,000 RV       0.2169  $3,742.00 

13 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - $1,943,001 to $2,362,500 RV       0.1907  $4,215.00 

14 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - $2,362,500 to $4,300,000 RV       0.1841  $4,506.00 

15 Residential/Vacant Land/Other - over $4,300,000 RV       0.0903  $7,917.00 

16 Residential - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling 

- $0 to $810,000 RV          0.3482  $1,904.00 

16RT Residential - Rural Transitory Accommodation - $0 to 

$810,000 RV       0.8232  $3,465.00 
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16UT Residential - Urban Transitory Accommodation - $0 to 

$810,000 RV       0.8711  $3,810.00 

17 Residential - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling 

- $810,001 to $1,010,000 RV            0.2967  $2,821.00 

17RT Residential - Rural Transitory Accommodation - $810,001 to 

$999,385 RV            0.7701  $6,668.00 

17UT Residential - Urban Transitory Accommodation - $810,001 to 

$999,385 RV             0.7731  $7,056.00 

18 Residential - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling 

- $1,010,001 to $1,485,200 RV            0.2966  $2,997.00 

18RT Residential - Rural Transitory Accommodation - $999,386 to 

$1,485,200 RV            0.7700  $7,697.00 

18UT Residential - Urban Transitory Accommodation - $999,386 to 

$1,485,200 RV            0.7458  $7,727.00 

19 Residential - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi Dwelling 

- over $1,485,200 RV            0.2623  $4,406.00 

19RT Residential - Rural Transitory Accommodation - over 

$1,485,200 RV       0.7696  $11,437.00 

19UT Residential - Urban Transitory Accommodation - over 

$1,485,200 RV       0.6558  $11,077.00 

20 Vacant Land with a rateable value over $1,300,000 and total 

area greater than 1500 square metres       0.5557  $10,415.00 

21 Stock Grazing Permits, Pump Stations and small lots less than 

20 square metres            0.7423  $234.00 

22 Land which is subject to Chapter 2, Part 2, Division 5, 

Subdivision 3 of the Land Valuation Act 2010            0.1884  No Minimum 

23 Retirement Villages & Nursing Homes       0.6027  $1,586.30 

24 Shopping Centres - $3,000,000 to $6,750,000 RV      1.5878  $62,445.00 

25 Shopping Centres - $6,750,001 to $10,999,998 RV       1.5732  $107,178.00 

25A   Shopping Centres - $10,999,999 to $22,500,000 RV       2.0751  $228,261.00 

25B      Shopping Centres - $22,500,001 to $45 million RV       2.0784  $530,097.00 

26 Shopping Centres - over $45 million RV       3.5699  $2,479,739.00 

27 High-rise Units - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi 

Dwelling       0.9355  $2,937.00 

27T High-rise Units - Transitory Accommodation       1.9785  $4,865.00 
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3. SEPARATE CHARGES 

Environment Levy 

For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 

and section 103 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy a separate 

charge, to be known as the "Environment Levy", in the sum of $82 per rateable assessment, 

to be levied equally on all rateable land in the region, for the purposes of funding a range of 

strategic environmental management initiatives in accordance with Council’s Environment 

Levy Policy. 

 

Arts and Heritage Levy 

For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 

and section 103 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy a separate 

charge, to be known as the "Arts and Heritage Levy", in the sum of $20 per rateable 

assessment, to be levied equally on all rateable land in the region, for the purposes of 

funding a range of arts and cultural heritage initiatives in accordance with the goals and 

strategies endorsed within the Sunshine Coast Heritage Plan 2021-2031, the Sunshine Coast 

Creative Arts Plan 2023-2038, in accordance with Council’s Arts and Heritage Levy Policy. 

 

Transport Levy 

For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 

and section 103 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy a separate 

charge, to be known as the "Transport Levy", in the sum of $43.92 per rateable assessment, to 

be levied equally on all rateable land in the region, for the purposes of funding strategic 

transport infrastructure, services and initiatives, including major initiatives in the region in 

accordance with Council’s Transport Levy Policy. 

 

4. SPECIAL RATES AND CHARGES 

Montville Beautification Levy 

(a)  For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government 

Act 2009 and section 94 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council make and 

levy a special rate to be known as the "Montville Beautification Levy" of 0.0851 cents 

in the dollar of rateable valuation with a minimum of $292 per annum, on all rateable 

land to which the overall plan applies (as delineated on Map 1 below), to fund the 

28 High-rise Units - Principal Place of Residence       0.8402  $2,433.00 

29 Low-rise Units - Not Principal Place of Residence/Multi 

Dwelling       0.5295  $1,904.00 

29T Low-rise Units - Transitory Accommodation       1.2913  $3,173.00 

30 Low-rise Units - Principal Place of Residence       0.4459  $1,586.30 

31 Other Significant Commercial & Industrial 0.2797  No Minimum 

*RV = Rateable Valuation 
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development, management and operation of the Montville Town Centre 

Beautification and Improvement Project.  

(b)  The overall plan for the Montville Beautification Levy was first adopted by Council at 

its 2021-2022 budget meeting. This overall plan was amended by Council at its 2022-

2023 budget meeting and at the 2023-2024 budget meeting.  The service, facility or 

activity for which the overall plan is made is mentioned in Appendix 1 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement incorporating the 2022-2023 and 2023-2024 amendments. The 

estimated time for carrying out the overall plan is five years concluding on 30 June 

2026 and the estimated cost of carrying out the overall plan is $240,337. 

(c)     The rateable land to which the plan applies (as delineated on Map 1 below) or its 

occupier specially benefits from the service, facility or activity funded by the special 

rate because the additional works and improvements to the Montville Town Centre 

provide increased accessibility and amenity over and above the standard level of 

service applied by Council. 

        Map 1 - Montville Beautification Levy Benefit Area 

  

(d)   For the 2025-26 financial year, the annual implementation plan is as follows: 

The actions or process to be undertaken pursuant to the overall plan include:  

i. Design and development of the works for, and/or works for access to, the Montville 

Town Centre in preparation for implementation during the period of the overall 

plan; 

ii. provision of the works to increase amenity, and/or access to, the Montville Town 

Centre, including beautification and improvements over and above the standard 

level of service applied by Council; 

iii. managing, maintaining, operating and developing the Montville Town Centre 

Beautification and Improvement Project undertaken or proposed to be undertaken 

by the Council, which provides increased accessibility and amenity over and above 

the standard level of service applied by Council. 
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The estimated cost of the Annual Implementation Plan for 2025-26 is $47,500.  

Twin Waters Maintenance Charge 

(a) For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 

2009 and section 94 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy 

a special charge to be known as the "Twin Waters Maintenance Charge", of $1344 for 

Living Choice Twin Waters Retirement Village (property number 89200), $647 for the 

Twin Waters Aged Care Home (property number 247510), and $130 for all other 

rateable land to which the overall plan applies (as delineated on Map 2 below), to fund 

a landscaping and maintenance service to the Twin Waters Residential Community 

over and above the standard level of service applied by Council. 

(b) The overall plan for the Twin Waters Maintenance Charge was first adopted by Council 

at its 2021-2022 budget meeting. This overall plan was amended by Council at its 

2022-2023 budget meeting and at the 2023-2024 budget meeting.  For 2025-26 the 

overall plan is further amended by way of increasing the estimated cost of carrying out 

the overall plan to $1,337,893 and extending the estimated time for implementing the 

overall plan by 5 years to 30 June 2031. The service, facility or activity for which the 

overall plan is made is mentioned in Appendix 2 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement 

incorporating the 2022-2023, the 2023-2024 amendment and the 2025-26 

amendment. The estimated time for carrying out the overall plan is ten years 

concluding on 30 June 2031 and the estimated cost of carrying out the overall plan is 

$1,337,893. 

(c) The rateable land to which the plan applies (as delineated on Map 2 below) or its 

occupier specially benefits from the service, facility or activity funded by the special 

charge as they reside in the area delineated on Map 2 (below) where the service, 

facility or activities undertaken provide a landscaping and maintenance service to the 

Twin Waters Residential Community over and above the standard level of service 

applied by Council. Further, due to their size and number of residents, the amount of 

the special charge applicable to the Living Choice Twin Waters Retirement Village 

(property number 89200) and to the Twin Waters Aged Care Home (property number 

247510) is larger than the special charge payable by all other rateable land to which 

the overall plan applies. 

(d) For the 2025-26 financial year, the annual implementation plan is as follows: 

 The actions or process to be undertaken include providing a landscaping and 

maintenance service within the Twin Waters Maintenance Charge Benefit Area (Map 2 

below refers) over and above the standard level of landscaping and maintenance 

services applied by Council. The estimated cost of the Annual Implementation Plan for 

2025-26 is $123,672. 
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 Map 2 - Twin Waters Maintenance Charge Benefit Area 

 
 

Rural Fire Charge 

(a) For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 

2009 and section 94 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy 

a special charge to be known as the "Rural Fire Charge" of $25, on all rateable land to 

which the overall plan applies, to fund rural fire brigades within Sunshine Coast 

Regional Council local government area to meet their operational costs and to acquire 

and maintain the necessary equipment to conduct their activities. 

 

(b) The overall plan for the Rural Fire Charge is as follows: 

i. The service, facility or activity for which the overall plan is made is mentioned in 

Appendix 3 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement and is to fund rural fire brigades 
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within the Sunshine Coast Regional Council local government area by providing 

funding for the purchase of equipment and operational costs and training 

initiatives required by the Rural Fire Service Queensland.  

ii. The rateable land to which the overall plan applies is mentioned in Appendix 3 of 

the 2025-26 Revenue Statement and applies to all rateable land not included 

within the Urban Fire Service Area and which falls within the Gazetted Rural Fire 

Brigade area maps for the Rural Fire Brigades listed in the table below. 

Rural Fire Board Area Annual Charge 

Belli Park $25 

Bli & District $25 

Conondale $25 

Beerwah & District $25 

Crystal Waters Village $25 

Doonan $25 

Eudlo $25  

Eumundi $25  

Glasshouse Mountains $25 

Ilkley & District $25  

Image Flat/Cooloolabin $25 

Keils Mountain $25  

Kenilworth $25  

Kureelpa $25  

Landsborough $25 

Maleny & District $25 

Mapleton $25  

Maroochy River $25  

Montville $25  

Obi $25 

Palmwoods $25  

Peachester $25 

Starlight $25 

Valdora/Yandina Creek $25  

Verrierdale $25  

West Woombye $25  

Yandina/North Arm $25  

 

iii. The estimated cost of carrying out the overall plan is $674,125. 

 

iv. The estimated time for carrying out the overall plan is one year concluding on 30       

June 2026. 

(c) The rateable land or its occupier specially benefits from the fire emergency response 

capability that is provided by the Rural Fire Brigades, whose capability would be 

substantially or completely diminished if the Rural Fire Brigades did not receive the 
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funding provided to them by Council as a direct consequence of the levying of the 

special charge.  

 

Brightwater Estate Landscaping Charge 

(a) For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 

2009 and section 94 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy 

a special charge to be known as the "Brightwater Estate Landscaping Charge" of $2496 

for Brightwater Shopping Centre (property number 232054), $1248 for Brightwater 

Hotel (property number 232595), and $96 for all other properties, on all rateable land 

to which the overall plan applies (as delineated on Map 3 below), to fund a 

landscaping and maintenance service to the Brightwater Estate over and above the 

standard level of service applied by Council. 

(b) The overall plan for the Brightwater Estate Landscaping Charge was first adopted by 

Council at its 2021-2022 budget meeting. This overall plan was amended by Council at 

its 2022-2023 budget and at the 2023-2024 budget meeting. For 2025-26 the overall 

plan is further amended by way of increasing the estimated cost of carrying out the 

overall plan to $2,398,769 and extending the estimated time for implementing the 

overall plan by 5 years to 30 June 2031. The service, facility or activity for which the 

overall plan is made is mentioned in Appendix 4 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement 

incorporating the 2022-2023, the 2023-2024 amendments and 2025-26 amendments. 

The estimated time for carrying out the overall plan is ten years concluding on 30 June 

2031 and the estimated cost of carrying out the overall plan is $2,398,769. 

(c)  The rateable land to which the plan applies (as delineated on Map 3 below) or its 

occupier specially benefits from the service, facility or activity funded by the special 

charge as they reside in the area delineated on Map 3 (below) where the service, 

facility or activities undertaken provide a landscaping and maintenance service to the 

Brightwater Estate, over and above the standard level of service applied by Council. 

Further, due to size and patronage, the amount of the special charge applicable to the 

Brightwater Shopping Centre (property number 232054) and Brightwater Hotel 

(property number 232595) is larger than the special charge payable by all other 

rateable land to which the overall plan applies. 
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Map 3 - Brightwater Estate Landscaping Charge Benefit Area 

 
 

(d)   For the 2025-26 financial year, the annual implementation plan is as follows: 

The actions or process to be undertaken include providing a landscaping and 

maintenance service within the Brightwater Estate Landscaping Charge Benefit Area 

(Map 3 above refers) over and above the standard level of landscaping and 

maintenance services applied by Council. The estimated cost of the Annual 

Implementation Plan for 2025-26 is $231,615. 

 

Sunshine Cove Maintenance Charge 

(a) For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 

2009 and section 94 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy 

a special charge to be known as the "Sunshine Cove Maintenance Charge" of $1359 

for Sunshine Cove Retirement Village (future), $679 for the Aged Care Home located 

at Sunshine Cove (property number 232868), and $156 for all other properties, on all 

rateable land to which the overall plan applies (as delineated on Map 4 below), to fund 

a landscaping and maintenance service to the Sunshine Cove community over and 

above the standard level of service applied by Council. 

(b) The overall plan for the Sunshine Cove Maintenance Charge was first adopted by 

Council at its 2021-2022 budget meeting. This overall plan was amended by Council at 

its 2022-2023 budget meeting and at the 2023-2024 budget meeting. For 2025-26 the 

overall plan is further amended by way of increasing the estimated cost of carrying out 

the overall plan to $1,911,463 and extending the estimated time for implementing the 

overall plan by 5 years to 30 June 2031. The service, facility or activity for which the 

overall plan is made is mentioned in Appendix 5 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement 

incorporating the 2022-2023 amendment, 2023-2024 amendment and the 2025-26 

amendment. The estimated time for carrying out the overall plan is ten years 

concluding on 30 June 2031 and the estimated cost of carrying out the overall plan is 

$1,911,463, 
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(c) The rateable land to which the plan applies (as delineated on Map 4 below) or its 

occupier specially benefits from the service, facility or activity funded by the special 

charge as they reside in the area delineated on Map 4 (below) where the service, 

facility or activities undertaken provide a landscaping and maintenance service to the 

Sunshine Cove Residential community, over and above the standard level of service 

applied by Council. Further, due to its size and number of residents, the amount of the 

special charge applicable to the Sunshine Cove Retirement Village (future) and the 

Aged Care Home located at Sunshine Cove (property number 232868) is larger than 

the special charge payable by all other rateable land to which the overall plan applies.  

Map 4 - Sunshine Cove Maintenance Charge Benefit Area    

 

(d)   For the 2025-26 financial year, the annual implementation plan is as follows: 

The actions or process to be undertaken include providing a landscaping and 

maintenance service within the Sunshine Cove Maintenance Charge Benefit Area (Map 

4 above refers) over and above the standard level of landscaping and maintenance 

services applied by Council. The estimated cost of the Annual Implementation Plan for 

2025-26 is $187,093. 

 

Mooloolah Island Maintenance Charge 

(a) For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 

2009 and section 94 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy 

a special charge, to be known as the "Mooloolah Island Maintenance Charge", of $154, 

on all rateable land to which the overall plan applies (as delineated on Map 5 below), 

to fund a landscaping and maintenance service to the Mooloolah Island residents over 

and above the standard level of service applied by Council.  

(b) The overall plan for the Mooloolah Island Maintenance Charge is as follows: 

i. The service, facility or activity for which the overall plan is made is mentioned in 
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Appendix 6 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement and is a landscaping and 

maintenance service to the Mooloolah Island residents over and above the 

standard level of service applied by Council.  

ii. The rateable land to which the overall plan applies is mentioned in Appendix 6 of 

the 2025-26 Revenue Statement and this is all rateable land within the area 

delineated on Map 5 below. 

iii. The estimated cost of carrying out the overall plan is $5236. 

iv. The estimated time for carrying out the overall plan is one year concluding on 30 

June 2026.  

(c) The rateable land to which the plan applies (as delineated on Map 5 below) or its 

occupier specially benefits from the service, facility or activity funded by the special 

charge as they reside in the area delineated on Map 5 (below) where the service, 

facility or activities undertaken provide a landscaping and maintenance service to the 

Mooloolah Island residents, over and above the standard level of service applied by 

Council. 

 

Map 5 - Mooloolah Island Maintenance Charge area 

 

 

5. WASTE MANAGEMENT UTILITY CHARGES 

For the 2025-26 financial year, and pursuant to section 5 of the Waste Reduction and Recycling 

Regulation 2023 the entire local government area governed by the Sunshine Coast Regional 

Council is designated by Council as a waste collection area. 
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Pursuant to section 94 of the Local Government Act 2009 and section 99 of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012, Council make and levy waste management utility charges, for 

the supply of waste management services by the Council as follows: 

(a) Council identifies the following categories of waste as follows: 

i. Recyclable Waste is clean and inoffensive waste that is accepted by Council under 

Council’s waste recycling service for the local government area of Council. 

ii. Garden Organics is grass cuttings, trees, tree prunings, bushes or shrubs, or similar 

matter produced as a result of the ordinary use or occupation of premises no bigger 

than 200 millimeters (mm) in any direction. 

iii. Commercial waste is waste, other than garden organics, recyclable waste, 

interceptor waste or waste discharged to a sewer, produced as a result of the 

ordinary use or occupation of commercial premises. 

iv. Domestic clean-up waste, non-putrescible, dry and inoffensive waste, other than 

garden organics or recyclable waste, produced as a result of a clean-up of domestic 

premises. 

v. Domestic waste is waste other than, domestic clean-up waste, garden organics, 

recyclable waste, interceptor waste or waste discharged to a sewer produced as a 

result of the ordinary use or occupation of domestic premises.  

vi. General waste is waste other than regulated waste; and any of the following, 

commercial waste, domestic waste, recyclable waste or garden organics. 

(b) Council identifies the following approved standard waste containers and categories of 

waste that may be stored within them as follows: 

140 litre waste container for domestic waste 

240 litre waste container for domestic or commercial waste or garden organics 

660 litre low noise waste container for domestic or commercial waste  

1100 litre low noise waste container for domestic or commercial waste  

1m3 waste container for domestic or commercial waste 

1.5m3 waste container for domestic or commercial waste  

2m3 waste container for domestic or commercial waste  

3m3 waste container for domestic or commercial waste  

4.5m3 waste container for commercial waste  

17m3 compactor waste container for commercial waste  

19m3 compactor waste container for commercial waste  

23m3 compactor waste container for commercial waste  

240 litre waste container for garden organics 

660 litre low noise waste container for garden organics 

1100 litre low noise waste container for garden organics  
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240 litre waste container for recyclable waste  

360 litre waste container for recyclable waste  

660 litre low noise waste container for recyclable waste  

1100 litre low noise waste container for recyclable waste  

1m3 waste container for recyclable waste  

1.5m3 waste container for recyclable waste  

2m3 waste container for recyclable waste  

3m3 waste container for recyclable waste 

4.5m3 waste container for recyclable waste  

23m3 compactor waste container for recyclable waste  

1m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard)  

1.5m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard)  

2m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard)  

3m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard)  

4.5m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard)  

38m3 compactor waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard)  

 

(c)   Council make and levy waste management utility charges, for the supply of waste 

management services by the Council, as follows: 

i. A Waste Management Facility Charge of $201.60 per annum shall apply to all rateable 

land within the local government area of Council if the land is used for domestic 

premises and: 

(A) does not currently receive a waste management collection service; and 

(B) is not levied with a waste management utility charge in accordance with section 

5.1.11 or section 5.2.7 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement and as detailed below in 

Table 1 and Table 3, 

excluding vacant land, as defined in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement, or 

rateable land recorded under the differential general rate categories 20, 21 or 22 as 

shown in section 3 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement. 

ii.    A Waste Management Service Availability Charge of $501 per annum shall apply to 

all rateable land within the local government area of Council if the land is used for 

commercial premises and: 

(A) does not currently receive a waste management collection service; and 

 (B) is not levied with a waste management utility charge in accordance with section     

5.1.12 or section 5.2.8 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement and as detailed below 

in Table 2 and Table 4, 
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excluding vacant land, as defined in section 2.8 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement, 

or rateable land recorded under the differential general rate categories 20, 21 or 22 

as shown in section 3 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement. 

 

iii. The charges detailed below in Table 1 apply to domestic premises, other than those 

located within the Maroochydore City Centre Priority Development Area, which for 

the calculation of waste management utility charges, is land that is recorded under 

one of the differential general rate categories 1, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 

16RT, 16UT, 17, 17RT, 17UT, 18, 18RT, 18UT, 19, 19RT, 19UT, 23, 27, 27T, 28, 29, 29T or 

30 as shown in section 3 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement and detailed above 

under clause 2 Differential General Rates, or land used for domestic purposes that is 

not rateable land and where Council has been requested to provide the service.  

 

Table 1 – Waste Management Utility Charges for Domestic Premises 

Waste management utility charge for each waste container per service 
Total Annual 

Charge 

140 litre waste container for domestic waste serviced weekly + 240 litre or 360 litre 

waste container for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly* 

$471.00 

 

240 litre waste container for domestic waste serviced weekly + 240 litre or 360 litre 

waste container for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly* 

$501.00 

 

140 litre waste container for domestic waste (infirm) serviced weekly + 240 litre or 

360 litre waste container for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly (infirm)* 

$471.00 

 

240 litre waste container for domestic waste (infirm) serviced weekly + 240 litre or 

360 litre waste container for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly (infirm)* 

$501.00 

 

140 litre waste container for domestic waste (on property) serviced weekly + 240 litre 

or 360 litre waste container for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly (on property)* 

$593.80 

240 litre waste container for domestic waste (on property) serviced weekly + 240 litre 

or 360 litre waste container for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly (on property)* 

$623.80 

660 litre low noise waste container for domestic waste serviced weekly + 660 litre 

waste container for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly* 

$1,950.10 

1100 litre low noise waste container for domestic waste serviced weekly + 1100 litre 

waste container for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly* 

$2,988.50 

1m3 waste container for domestic waste serviced weekly + 1m3 waste container for 

recyclable waste serviced fortnightly* 

$2,484.90 

1.5m3 waste container for domestic waste serviced weekly + 1.5m3 waste container 

for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly* 

$3,693.00 

2m3 waste container for domestic waste serviced weekly + 2m3 waste container for 

recyclable waste serviced fortnightly* 

$4,898.70 

3m3 waste container for domestic waste serviced weekly + 3m3 waste container for 

recyclable waste serviced fortnightly* 

$7,312.50 

*Waste services to which; section 5.1.7 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement applies; and section 5.1.9 in the 2025-26 Revenue 

Statement applies a Minimum Charge of $471. 

240 litre waste container for garden organics serviced weekly $96.00** 

240 litre waste container for garden organics (on property) serviced weekly $126.00** 

660 litre low noise waste container for garden organics serviced weekly*** $258.00** 
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Waste management utility charge for each waste container per service 
Total Annual 

Charge 

1100 litre low noise waste container for garden organics serviced weekly*** (current 

services only) 

$426.00** 

**Waste containers for the collection of garden organics are serviced fortnightly therefore only 50% of annual charge applies. 

***Low noise waste containers for garden waste not available to premises with a 140 litre or 240 litre waste container for 

domestic waste. 

Definitions of the terms used in the above table are detailed in section 5.3 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement. 

 

iv. The charges detailed below in Table 2 apply to commercial premises, other than those 

located within the Maroochydore City Centre Priority Development Area, which for 

the calculation of waste management utility charges, is land that is recorded under 

one of the differential general rate categories 2RN, 2UN, 2R, 2U, 3R, 3U, 4R, 4U, 4I, 5, 

24, 25, 25A, 25B, 26 or 31 as shown in section 3 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement 

and detailed above under clause 2 Differential General Rates, or land used for 

commercial purposes that is not rateable land and where Council has been requested 

to provide the service.  

 

 

Table 2 – Waste Management Utility Charges for Commercial Premises 

Waste management utility charge for each waste container per service 
Total Annual 

Charge 

140 litre waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly + 240 litre or 360 

litre waste container for recyclable waste* (current services only) 

$588.20 

240 litre waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly + 240 litre or 360 

litre waste container for recyclable waste* 

$618.20 

140 litre waste container for commercial waste (on property) serviced weekly  

+ 240 litre or 360 litre waste container for recyclable waste (on property)* (current 

services only) 

$710.20 

240 litre waste container for commercial waste (on property) serviced weekly 

+ 240 litre or 360 litre waste container for recyclable waste (on property)* 

$740.20 

660 litre low noise waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* $1,819.10 

1100 litre low noise waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* $2,865.30 

1m3 waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* $2,608.70 

1.5m3 waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* $3,809.00 

2m3 waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* $5,080.20 

3m3 waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* $7,621.20 

4.5m3 waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* (current services 

only) 

$11,315.40 

17m3 compactor waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* $93,517.30 

19m3 compactor waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* $104,284.30 

23m3 compactor waste container for commercial waste serviced weekly* $125,139.10 

*Waste services to which; section 5.1.8 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement applies; and section 5.1.10 in the 2025-26 Revenue 

Statement applies a Minimum Charge of $618.20. 
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240 litre waste container for garden organics serviced weekly** $96.00** 

240 litre waste container for garden organics serviced weekly (on property)** $126.00** 

660 litre low noise waste container for garden organics serviced weekly** $258.00** 

1100 litre low noise waste container for garden organics serviced weekly** (current 

services only) 

$426.00** 

**Waste containers for garden organics are serviced fortnightly therefore only 50% of annual charge applies. 

240 litre waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly $62.00 

240 litre waste container for recyclable waste (on property) serviced weekly $77.50 

360 litre waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly $85.20 

360 litre waste container for recyclable waste (on property) serviced weekly $105.30 

660 litre low noise waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly $483.30 

1100 litre low noise waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly $644.10 

1m3 waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly $526.60 

1.5m3 waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly $782.60 

2m3 waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly $1,038.50 

3m3 waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly $1,551.30 

4.5m3 waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly (current services only) $2,271.70 

23m3 compactor waste container for recyclable waste serviced weekly $23,834.80 

1m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard) serviced 

weekly *** 

$279.40 

1.5m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard) serviced 

weekly *** 

$410.60 

2m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard) serviced 

weekly *** 

$542.90 

3m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard) serviced 

weekly *** 

$820.30 

4.5m3 waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard) serviced 

weekly *** (current services only) 

$1,230.50 

38m3 compactor waste container for recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard) 

serviced weekly *** 

$18,577.00 

 *** Each collection service for the collection of recyclable waste (but limited to cardboard) must be authorised by Waste 

and Resource Management (of Sunshine Coast Regional Council) 

Definitions of the terms used in the above table are detailed in section 5.3 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement. 

v. The charges detailed below in Table 3 shall apply to domestic premises and the 

charges detailed below in Table 4 shall apply to commercial premises within the 

Maroochydore City Centre Priority Development Area which are directly or indirectly 

connected to the Automated Waste Collection Service (AWCS) of Council. The 

commercial premises and domestic premises subject to the Maroochydore City Centre 

Priority Development Area Waste Management Utility Charge fall within the area 

delineated on Map 6 below and as also detailed in section 5.2 of the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement.  The waste management utility charges, which apply to 

commercial premises and domestic premises within the Maroochydore City Centre 

Priority Development Area are in lieu of waste management utility charges calculated 



SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA  7 JULY 2025 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council SM Agenda Page 192 of 327 

in accordance with Table 1 and Table 2 above, except as outlined in section 5.2.3 of 

the 2025-26 Revenue Statement. A minimum charge of $964.60 per annum per 

premises will apply if the premises are commercial premises Type 1 within the 

Maroochydore City Centre Priority Development Area. A minimum charge of $297.40 

per annum per premises will apply if the premises are commercial premises Type 2 

within the Maroochydore City Centre Priority Development Area. Appendix 8 in the 

2025-26 Revenue Statement defines Type 1 and Type 2 commercial premises. 

 

Table 3. Maroochydore City Centre Priority Development Area – Waste Management 

Utility Charge – Domestic Premises 

Particulars of Premises Criteria for Charge Total Annual 

Charge 

Domestic premises 
1 bedroom $201.60 

2 or more bedrooms $201.60 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 4. Maroochydore City Centre Priority Development Area – Waste Management 

Utility Charge – Commercial Premises 

 

Development Type Criteria for Charge Total Annual 

Charge 

Commercial Type 1 Per 100m2 gross floor area (GFA) (pro-rata) $964.60 

Commercial Type 2 Per 100m2 gross floor area (GFA) (pro-rata) $297.40 
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Map 6 - Maroochydore City Centre Priority Development Area 

 

 

6. INTEREST 

Pursuant to section 133 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, compound interest on 

daily rests at the rate of eight per cent (8%) per annum is to be charged on all overdue rates 

or charges for a day on and from 1 July 2025 until 30 June 2026.   
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7. LEVY AND PAYMENT 

Pursuant to section 107 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 and section 152O of the 

Fire Services Act 1990,  Council's rates and charges, and the State Government's Emergency 

Management Levy be levied: 

 

for the half year 1 July to 31 December - in July and  
 

for the half year 1 January to 30 June - in January. 

 

Pursuant to section 118 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, that Council's rates and 

charges, and the State Government's Emergency Management Levy, be paid within 31 days 

after the date of issue of the rate notice. 

 

8.  PAYING RATES AND CHARGES BY INSTALMENTS 

Pursuant to section 129 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council will allow rates and 

charges for each six month rating period during the 2025-26 financial year to be paid by 

fortnightly or monthly instalments during the relevant rating period, subject to the 

requirements in section 2.6.2 of the 2025-26 Revenue Statement.  

 

9. CONCESSIONS 

(a)   Pursuant to sections 120,121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council 

grants a concession, subject to the conditions set out in section 2.3 in the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement, by way of a rebate of part of the differential general rate levied for 

the amounts detailed in Table 6 (below) in accordance with criteria detailed in Table 6 

below and detailed in section 2.3 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement, for those 

ratepayers who qualify for the Queensland Government Pensioner Rate Subsidy.  

         Table 6 – Pensioner Rate Concession 

Method of calculation of concession – per property* 

*25% of the Differential General Rate subject to the maximum amounts shown below 

 

Pension Rate Criteria 

Ownership Criteria 

Sole title to the property Joint title to the property 

Maximum level of pension     

(full pension) 

$326.60                            

per annum maximum 

$255.60                              

per annum maximum 

Not Maximum level of 

pension (part pension) 

$163.30                            

per annum maximum 

$93.40                                

per annum maximum 
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(b)   Pursuant to section 120, 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council 

grants a concession by way of an agreement to defer payment of rates and charges 

levied to a ratepayer for a property within rating categories 1, 6 to 15, 28 and 30, if 

Council are satisfied the criteria in section 2.4.1 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement have 

been met upon assessment of the required application and subject to the conditions set 

out in section 2.4.1 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement.  

(c)   Pursuant to section 120, 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council 

grants a concession by way of an agreement to defer payment of differential general 

rates levied for those ratepayers who meet the qualifying criteria detailed in section 

2.4.2.1 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement for a property within rating categories 1, 6 to 

15, 28 and 30, if Council are satisfied the criteria in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement have 

been met upon assessment of the required application and subject to the conditions set 

out in section 2.4.2 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement.  

(d) Pursuant to section 120, 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council 

grants a concession by way of an agreement to defer payment of differential general 

rates levied for those ratepayers who meet the qualifying criteria detailed in section 

2.4.2.2 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement, if Council are satisfied the criteria in the 2025-

26 Revenue Statement have been met upon assessment of the required application and 

subject to the conditions set out in section 2.4.2 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement.  

(e) Pursuant to section 120, 121 and 122 of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council 

grants a concession subject to the conditions set out in section 2.4.3 in the 2025-26 

Revenue Statement by way of a rebate of the differential general rates levied where land 

is owned and directly used by an entity whose objects do not include making a profit or 

owned and directly used by an entity that provides assistance or encouragement for arts 

or cultural development, if Council are satisfied the criteria and conditions in section 

2.4.3 in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement have been met upon assessment of the 

required application and the entity is one of the following: 

• Boy Scout and Girl Guide Associations 

• Surf Lifesaving and Coastguard organisation 

• Community Sporting Organisation – Not for profit organisations without a 

commercial liquor licence or a community club liquor licence 

• Community Cultural or Arts Organisation – Not for profit organisations without a 

commercial liquor licence or a community club liquor licence 

• Charitable Organisations  

(a)   Not for profit organisation; and 

(b)   Registered as a charity institution or a public benevolent institution; and 

(c)   Providing benefits directly to the community; and 

(d)   Endorsed by the Australian Tax Office - Charity Tax Concession. 
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10.  ADOPTION OF BUDGET 

That Council adopt Appendix A as tabled, pursuant to sections 169 and 170 of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012, as Council’s budget for 2025-26 financial year incorporating: 

i. the statement of income and expenditure 

ii. the statement of financial position 

iii. the statement of changes in equity 

iv. the statement of cash flow 

v. the relevant measures of financial sustainability 

vi. the significant business activity statement 

vii. the long-term financial forecast, as detailed in items 10(i) to 10(iv) above 

viii. the Revenue Policy (adopted by Council resolution on 21 May 2025) 

ix. the total value of the change, expressed as a percentage, in the rates and utility charges 

levied for the financial year compared with the rates and utility charges levied in the 

previous budget 

x. the Revenue Statement for the period 1 July 2025 to 30 June 2026 

xi. Council’s 2025-26 Capital Works Program, endorsing the indicative four-year program 

for the period 2027 to 2030, and noting the five-year program for the period 2031 to 

2035 

xii. the rates and charges to be levied for the 2025-26 financial year and other matters as 

detailed above in clauses 2 to 9; and 

xiii.  the 2025-26 Minor Capital Works Program. 

FINANCE AND RESOURCING 

This report sets the budget for 2025-26 financial year and outlines the forecast financial 

position of Council over the subsequent nine (9) years, including projected cash levels, capital 

works and intended borrowings.  The 2025-26 Budget has been developed with the inclusion 

of the rates and charges as detailed in the 2025-26 Revenue Statement. 

As the 2025–26 Budget is being adopted after 1 July 2025, actual expenditure incurred from 

the beginning of the financial year up to the date of adoption is included in the budget for 

the 2025-26 financial year.  

CORPORATE PLAN  

Corporate Plan Goal: Organisational excellence 

Outcome: We serve our community by providing this great service 

Operational Activity: S31 - Financial Management - Strategic management of Council's 

finances, assets, procurement and contracts that support effective 

supplier relationship, resource allocation and financial 

sustainability. 
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CONSULTATION 

Councillor Consultation 

The development of the 2025-26 Budget and Revenue Statement has involved consultation 

and engagement through a series of Councillor workshops. 

Internal Consultation 

All groups and branches have participated in the formation of the attachments and 

recommendations associated with this report. 

External Consultation 

A Credit Review was also undertaken by QTC based on the current financial year and 

projections included in Council’s Long Term Financial Model. 

Sunshine Coast Council has retained its current credit rating of Strong with a Neutral 

outlook. 

An independent review of the key elements of the 2025-26 Draft Budget and the 2024-25 

Estimated Financial position was conducted in June 2025.  The recommendations of the 

Review have been incorporated in the 2025-26 Budget and 2024-25 Estimated Financial 

position. 

Community Engagement 

No community engagement is required for this report. 

PROPOSAL 

The 2025-26 Budget Adoption Papers comprise of two major documents, the Revenue 

Statement and the Financial Statements including Long Term Forecasts. 

2025-26 Revenue Statement 

Following recent budget workshops and the adoption of the Revenue Policy on 21 May 2025, 

Council is now in a position to adopt the Revenue Statement for the 2025-26 financial year. 

For the 2025-26 financial year a system of differential general rating with 49 categories will 

be applied. 

The Minimum Differential General Rate for the 2025-26 financial year will be $1,586.30, an 

increase of $2.10 per week.  The general rate categories that apply to houses used to provide 

transitory accommodation will increase by an additional 4.6% more than other rate 

categories. 

The cost of a 240 litre domestic waste container serviced weekly and a 240 litre waste 

container for recyclable waste serviced fortnightly will be $501, an increase of $2.16 per week. 

The cost of a 240 litre domestic garden organics bin serviced fortnightly, will be $48, an 

increase of 0.19 cents per week.  

In accordance with the Waste Reduction and Recycling Act 2011, as amended by the Waste 

Reduction and Recycling (Waste Levy) Amendment Act 2011, all domestic and commercial 

waste collection charges are inclusive of the costs to service the Queensland Waste Levy. 



SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA  7 JULY 2025 

Sunshine Coast Regional Council SM Agenda Page 198 of 327 

The Environment Levy will remain at $82 per annum.  

The Arts and Heritage Levy will remain at $20 per annum. 

The Transport Levy will decrease by $3.08 to $43.92.  

The change in rates and charges from 2024-2025 to 2025-2026 for the minimum general rate is 

detailed below: 

 

 

The pensioner rate concessions have increased for the 2025-26 financial year benefitting 26,100 

property owners. The budgeted amount for pensioner rate concessions in 2025-26 is $5 million. 

A pensioner living alone in their own home in receipt of the maximum amount of pension will 

now receive a Pensioner Rate Concession of $326.60 per annum, compared to $304 received in 

2024-25.  A pensioner couple living in their own home in receipt of the maximum amount of 

pension will now receive a Pensioner Rate Concession of $255.60 per annum, compared to $238 

received in 2024-25. 

Council remains committed to fostering community wellbeing and supporting affordable 

housing providers by continuing to provide general rate concessions to eligible not-for-profit 

and charitable organisations. These concessions are extended to entities that actively utilise their 

properties to deliver services and programs that benefit residents across the region. The 

budgeted amount for general rate concessions in 2025-26 is $1.4 million.  

Financial Statements   

The 2025-26 budget has been developed to ensure long term financial sustainability for the 

Sunshine Coast region and totals $972.7 million. 

Sunshine Coast Council’s budgeted total operating result for the 2025-26 year is a surplus of 

$711,000, consisting of a positive core operating result of $2.46 million and a negative 

operating result of $1.75 million for the Maroochydore City Centre project. 

Consolidated asset management plans and the local government infrastructure plans were 

used to inform the development of the $262.3 million 2025-26 Capital Works Program. 

Attachment 2 details financial statements for Core Council operations and Maroochydore City 

Centre. 

Total Rates & Charges 2024-25 2025-26 Variation

$ $ $

Minimum General Rates 1,477.00 1,586.30 109.30

240 Litre Wheelie Bin* 388.60 501.00 112.40

240 Garden Organics Bin 38.00 48.00 10.00

Environment Levy 82.00 82.00

Transport Levy 47.00 43.92 (3.08)

Arts & Heritage Levy 20.00 20.00

Gross Rates & Charges 2,052.60 2,281.22 228.62

* Includes  240 Li tre recylce bin
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Council has several commercial business activities with Waste and Resource Management, 

Sunshine Coast Holiday Parks and Quarries contributing to the overall 

2025-26 financial result. 

Section 169(3) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires the statement of income 

and expenditure to include each of the following: 

a) Rates and utility charges excluding discounts and rebates 

b) contributions from developers 

c) fees and charges 

d) interest 

e) grants and subsidies 

f) depreciation 

g) finance costs  

h) net result and 

i) estimated costs of significant business activities and commercial business units. 

The above items are included in Appendix A and summarised below. 

 

Sunshine Coast Council Core 

Council’s 2025-26 positive core operating result of $2.46 million surplus consists of $708.3 

million of operating revenue, funding $705.8 million of operating expenses.  

Operating Revenue 

Rates and charges as detailed in the Revenue Statement account for 70% of Council’s 

operating income forecast at $493.6 million for 2025-26.   

Fees and charges form the next largest contribution to Council’s income, with a budget of 

$90.1 million, consisting of $69.7 million in general cost recovery and commercial charges 

and $20.4 million in development and plumbing services fees.  

The following revenue streams from Unitywater are included in the budget totalling $52.5 

million:  

• interest on shareholder loans $17.5 million  

• dividends $24.5 million  

• tax equivalents $10.5 million. 

Council will also receive external grants and contributions totalling $23.2 million comprising: 

• the Federal Assistance Grant of $12.6 million 

• the Libraries State Resources Grant of $1.5 million 

• $1.1 million of funding received from Queensland Reconstruction Authority 

Council estimates its interest received on investments for 2025-26 to be $11.5 million. 
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Operating Expenditure 

The 2025-26 operational budget sees $705.8 million invested in Council core services and 

align to the 2025-30 Corporate Plan. 

In delivering Council services, employee costs account for $203.7 million with an additional 

$22.4 million of employee costs included in the delivery of capital projects.  The workforce of 

1906.6 full time equivalents (FTE) will deliver the outcomes arising from this budget.  

Depreciation expense of $169.6 million is included in the summary above and reflects the 

consumption of Council’s growing asset base which is in excess of $8 billion. 

Capital Expenditure 

The 2025-26 capital works program sees $262.3 million invested in Council core services and 

align to the 2025-30 Corporate Plan. 

The 10-year forecast identifies the investment in infrastructure assets of $2.7 billion funded 

from the operating result, capital contributions from State and Commonwealth Government 

grants, developers, and loan funding.   

Maroochydore City Centre 

Operating expenses for 2025-26 total $4.5 million consisting of $2.0 million interest expense, 

$2 million company contribution for SunCentral Maroochydore Pty Ltd and $492,000 of 

depreciation expense. 

The financial statements relating to the Maroochydore City Centre project are included in 

Attachment 2.  

Legal 

Section 169 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 identifies all elements required for 

inclusion in Council’s budget. 

Under section 170 of Local Government Regulation 2012, a local government must adopt its 

budget for a financial year after 31 May in the year before the financial year and before 1 

August in the financial year, or a later day decided by the Minister.  

Under this regulation, Council must prepare an accrual based budget for each financial year 

which is consistent with Council’s Long Term Financial Forecast, Financial Plan, five (5) year 

Corporate Plan and annual Operational Plan (as previously adopted).  

The budget must show prescribed financial information for the current year and two 

following years together with details of relevant measures of financial sustainability (ratios) 

for the current year and nine following years. 

Section 172 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 details what must be included in the 

Revenue Statement. 

Policy 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Council’s adopted 

strategies and policies including the Debt Policy, Investment Policy and Revenue Policy for 

2025-26.  
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This report complies with Council’s legislative obligations and the Organisation Policy on 

Competition Reform Compliance.  

Risk 

The following key elements of the 2025-26 budget are based on management estimates and 

assumptions: 

• Rates and charges revenue includes population and property growth forecasts 

• Interest revenue and Finance costs includes interest rate forecasts 

• Depreciation includes asset valuation, useful life and asset condition estimates and, 

• Recurrent capital expenditure includes capitalisation estimates. 

Management has used its best endeavours and judgment to determine suitable estimates 

and assumptions based on the available data, with reference to independent sources and 

relevant historic information where possible.  There is a risk that the actual results may vary 

from the estimates.  Material variances will be monitored and reported to Council through 

the Monthly Financial Performance Report and periodic budget reviews. 

Previous Council Resolution 

Ordinary Meeting 21 May 2025 – Investment, Debt and Revenue Policies for 2025-26: 
 

Council Resolution (OM25/40) 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Investment, Debt and Revenue Policies for 2025-26”  

(b) adopt the 2025-26 Investment Policy (Appendix A) 

(c) adopt the 2025-26 Debt Policy (Appendix B) and 

(d) adopt the 2025-26 Revenue Policy (Appendix C). 

 

Ordinary Meeting 21 May 2025 – Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and 

Commercial Charges 2025-26: 

 

Council Resolution (OM25/41) 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and 

Commercial Charges 2025-26”  

(b) adopt the fees detailed in the Register of General Cost-Recovery Fees and Commercial 

Charges 2025-26 (Appendix A) 

(c) resolve that, in relation to those cost-recovery fees to which Section 97 of the Local 

Government Act 2009 apply: 

(i) the applicant is the person liable to pay these fees  

(ii) the fee must be paid at or before the time the application is lodged, and 

(d) delegate to the Chief Executive Officer the power  
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(i) to amend commercial charges to which Section 262(3)(c) of the Local Government 

Act 2009 apply and 

(ii) to determine a reasonable fee based on cost recovery principles when a price on 

application is requested. 

Ordinary Meeting 21 May 2025 – Development Services Registers of Cost-Recovery 

Fees and Commercial Charges 2025-26: 

 

Council Resolution (OM25/42) 

That Council: 

(a) receive and note the report titled “Development Services Register of Cost-Recovery Fees 

and Commercial Charges 2025-26” 

(b) adopt the fees detailed in the Development Services Register of Cost-recovery Fees and 

Commercial Charges for Sunshine Coast Council 2025-26 in Appendix A 

(c) resolve that, in relation to those cost recovery fees to which Section 97 of the Local 

Government Act 2009 apply: 

(i) the applicant is the person liable to pay these fees and 

(ii) the fee must be paid at or before the time the application is lodged and 

(d) delegate to the Chief Executive Officer the power: 

(i) to amend commercial charges to which section 262(3) (c) of the Local Government 

Act 2009 apply and  

(ii) to determine a reasonable fee based on cost recovery principles when a price on 

application is requested. 

Related Documentation 

2025-26 Budget reports. 

Critical Dates 

Whilst the budget must be adopted before 1 August 2025, any delay to the 7 July 2025 

adoption of the budget impacts on the ability to issue rate notices in July 2025. 

Implementation 

Should the recommendation be accepted by Council, it is noted that the Chief Executive 

Officer will: 

1. Apply the 2025-26 Revenue Statement in levying rates and charges.  

2. Monitor progress on Council’s operational and capital budget via monthly reports to 

Council and regular budget reviews, ensuring financial sustainability is maintained for 

2025-26. 

An external review of Council’s budget will be undertaken by Queensland Treasury 

Corporation as part of the annual Credit Review process which is scheduled to occur late 

2025.  
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6 NEXT MEETING 

The next Ordinary Meeting will be held on 24 July 2025 in the Sunshine Coast City 

Hall Chamber, 54 First Avenue, Maroochydore. 

 

7 MEETING CLOSURE 
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